
City of Grand Forks 
Staff Report 
Committee of the Whole –  
City Council – January 6, 2025 

Agenda Item:  Public Works Sanitation Division Yard Waste Collection Site Land Purchase 

Submitted by: Sharon Lipsh, Public Works Director 

Staff Recommended Action:  Approve the purchase of 180’ x 80’ lot (14,400 sq. ft.) of property 
from Crary Properties, LLC for $10.41/sq. ft. or $149,904. Authorize staff to process budget 
amendment upon review and approval by the Finance Department and the City Attorney. 

Committee Recommended Action: 

Council Action: 

BACKGROUND: 
As presented on August 26, 2024, the City’s current yard waste collection sites need operational 
changes due to sites being at or near capacity, limiting the ability to accommodate increasing 
demand from residents specifically on the south end of the City. The school sites prove to have 
safety challenges and as the City grows, there is a need to establish an additional yard waste 
collection site to enhance accessibility, reduce overcrowding at existing locations, and improve 
overall efficiency in handling yard waste. Purchasing land for a new collection site is part of the 
City’s long-term waste strategy to address these needs while maintaining environmental 
compliance.   

 ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: 
The proposed land purchase will allow for the establishment of a yard waste collection site in 
an underserved area, improving accessibility for residents and reducing residents’ 
transportation times. The new site will alleviate pressure on existing locations. Acquiring this 
land now will accommodate anticipated population and development growth, securing the 
City’s ability to meet yard waste management needs for years to come. 

The long-term plan would be to develop this site when the 47th Avenue interchange at I29 is 
completed. When this site opens, the sites at Lewis & Clark and Schroeder Schools will be 
closed. At the time of development, a decision would be made whether to keep operating the 
site along 47th Avenue or close that site as well. 

N/A

Motion by Osowski, second by Vein to approve on consent agenda. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

bsalwey
Maureen



The Sanitation Collections budget would be used to fund the purchase with a transfer from 
Sanitation cash if needed. 
 

SUPPORT MATERIALS: 
• Presentation from August 26, 2024 



Yard Waste & Snow Storage Site 
Planning



Yard Waste – What happens to it?
Residents have options:
• Landfill
• Yard Waste Sites
• Curbside Yard Waste Collection – starts the week following Spring Cleanup

At the Landfill:
• Yard waste is composted and is used as a beneficial use material, typically as cover in the active 

area.



Yard Waste Sites ~ Complaints & Safety Concerns

The two school sites are a safety concern due to their proxmity to playground facilities with 
kids playing on or near the containers. 

The yard waste site on 47th Ave S near Lift Station #26 receives the most complaints. The 
complaints are about access due to Optimist Park activites and parents parking vehicles 
there while children are at the park.

We also get complaints related to noise and blowing debris from residents south of the 47th

Ave S. There is illegal dumping at this particular site, slightly more than the other sites and 
it takes more time to get there with loader to clean the site up.

N 3rd ST site has had issues with pet feces and sees a lot of EGF residents dumping here.



Yard Waste Site Locations
DEMERS AVENUE NORTH: (4 Grass & 4 Brush Containers)

Public Works Facility – 724 N 47th ST – 2 Grass and 4 Brush Containers
North End Fire Station – 1015 N Columbia Rd – 1 Grass Container (add a container if needed)
N 3rd ST (Lift Station #5) – 728 N 3rd ST – 1 Grass Container

DEMERS AVENUE TO 32ND AVE S: (8 Grass & 4 Brush Containers)
5th Ave S (Williamson Field) – 1000 5th Ave S – 3 Grass and 4 Brush Containers
Duke Drive (Water Storage Tank) – 721 S 34th ST – 1 Grass Container
24th Ave & S 34th ST (Lift Station #27) – 2401 S 34th ST – 2 Grass Containers
Lewis & Clark School – 1100 13th Ave S – 1 Grass Container – when school is closed
Schroeder School – 800 32nd Ave S – 1 Grass Container – when school is closed

SOUTH OF 32ND AVENUE S: (3 Grass Containers)
47th Ave S (Lift Station #26) – 608 47th Ave S – 3 Grass Containers



Yard
Waste
Sites



Yard
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Site
Usage



Proposed
Yard

Waste
Site

Crary 
Properties

First 
Presbyterian 
Church



Proposed
Yard

Waste
Site

This site is proposed to have:
4 Brush Containers
3 - 4 Grass Containers

Estimated cost to construct: 
$230,000 
(land acquisition is not 
included)



Snow 
Removal & 

Storage



Snow Hauling – How & Why

 Berms that do not have enough capacity
 Sidewalks that are adjacent to the street

Mains
Residential streets (few)
Downtown

 Curbside mailboxes
 Intersections with poor visibility
 Downtown alleys with no snow storage
 Downtown parking lots and ramps

1. Motor grader pulls snow into the street 
2. Loader mounted snowblowers blow snow into trucks
3. Six to seven trucks haul snow to the closest storage site
4. Takes approximately one minute to load a tandem truck
5. Takes up to 30 minutes to haul snow to the storage site

Having multiple sites makes the operation more efficient, 
saves on fuel, equipment wear and tear and labor costs.

How: Why:





Current 
Snow

Storage
Sites

North Mill Road

The only permanent 
snow storage site



Current 
Snow 

Storage
Sites

Growth Fund Property
in the Industrial Park

Grand Forks Public School 
on South Cherry ST

Proposed Site:
South of 62nd Ave S just 

off Belmont Rd



Proposed 
Snow 

Storage
Site

Proposed Site:
South of 62nd Ave S just 

off Belmont Rd

Susan 
Sproule
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