
 

 
GRAND FORKS BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

 
 
 

Grand Forks Board of Health 
Thursday, June 18th, 2026 @ 4:00 p.m. 

Hybrid Meeting over Zoom or @ Council Chambers 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Board Members:  Dr Joel Walz (Chair), Rebecca Osowski (Vice Chair),  
       Dr. David Bradley, Chris Harsell, Anthony Hodny 

 
  

Notice is hereby given that the Grand Forks Board of Health will meet at the above date and time.  Members of 
Grand Forks Board of Health may be attending this meeting electronically or in person. 

 

Members of the public may view the live stream of the meeting which will be held via Zoom (see below agenda for 
details). Meeting materials are posted to the city website. If you are attending in person and would like a packet, 
please contact Cheyenne Swanson at the below email address by the specified time. Any member of the public 
seeking to submit comments relating to an agenda item should submit their comments to Cheyenne Swanson at 
cswanson@grandforksgov.com  or call 701-787-8100 for further information.  All comments received prior to 3:00 
p.m. on June 18th, 2026 will be considered part of the record of the meeting as if personally presented. 
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 
__Walz     __Osowski    __Bradley    __Hodny    __Harsell 
 

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes from April 9th and May 14th, 2026 
 
III. Old Business 

NONE 
 

IV. New Business 
Partnerships For Success Grant Update- Haley Thorson & Kailee Dvorak 
Rural Health Transformation Grant- Tess Wall 
1577 Philippi Rd Manvel, ND- Jake Anderson 
Recognition of Christine Harsell’s service – Dr. Walz 
Director’s Report -Tess Wall 
Other New Business 

    
V. Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting: October 8th, 2026 

 
VI. Adjournment 
  
Virtual Meeting Information: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81806214326?pwd=ARTbt3qvC824awa7xlqVSfmrzzmDHl.1 
Passcode: 441489 | Webinar ID: 818 0621 4326 

https://www.grandforksgov.com/government/meeting-information/meeting-agendas-minutes
mailto:cswanson@grandforksgov.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81806214326?pwd=ARTbt3qvC824awa7xlqVSfmrzzmDHl.1


 
BOARD OF HEALTH ISSUE STATEMENTS 

June 2026 
 

Topic: Partnership for Success (PFS) Grant Update 

Contact: Haley Thorson, Public Health Nurse - Prevention Programming, (701) 787-8135 

Background: In 2024, GFPH was selected by ND HHS as one of five communities to participate in the 
PFS project based on a high need/underserved community formula. The data-driven priority areas are 
underage drinking and young adult binge drinking. 

This grant opportunity was only available to local public health units or tribes who have connection to 
the identified risk populations which are college students, active-duty military members and their 
families, and children of parents with a substance use disorder or mental health condition. 

Upon the Board of Health’s approval of accepting the PFS grant in October 2024, it was requested that 
an update from the grant work be brought back to the Board approximately halfway through the grant 
cycle. 

Action: Information only. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Topic: Accumulation of junk, 1577 Philippi Rd, Manvel, ND 

Contact: Jake Anderson, Assistant Director, (701) 787-8106 

Background: On May 26, GFPH received a complaint regarding 1577 Philippi Rd which reported excess 
junk/trash/rubbish that was creating rodent problems on surrounding properties. On May 29, a Notice 
to Remove letter was sent after an investigation by GFPH staff deeming the property conditions to 
qualify as a nuisance, source of filth, or a cause of sickness. 

Pursuant to NDCC 23-35-09, the Board of Health has the authority to direct abatement to remove the 
identified public health issue. 

Action: Consideration of information to determine action within authority of Board. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Director’s Report and Activity Highlights for April-May 2026 

 

Communications: Polio storytelling project featured at the ND Public Health Conference in May. 

Attended the Government Social Media Conference, focusing on increasing public trust and crisis 
communications. 

 
Emergency Preparedness & Response: Attended NACCHO Preparedness Summit in Baltimore, MD in April. 

Supported Northwood Deaconess with N95 fit testing. 

 
Environmental Health: Commenced a trial collaboration with Mosquito Control this nuisance season to assist 
with grass nuisance investigations. 

Held community input meetings for proposed ordinance changes for public and semi-public pools and body 
art. 

Presented on safe food handling at Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS f/k/a home economics) classes at 
Schroeder Middle School. 

Javin Bedard and Mike Quigley successfully passed odor recertification. 

 
Nursing and Nutrition & Public Health Professionals: Collaborated with GFPD to conduct tobacco and alcohol 
retailer compliance checks in April. 
 
Contracted with Alerus Center to support media campaign promoting a non-alcoholic option for events. 
 
Attended Nicotine Dependence Conference in Fargo. 
 
Attended the 2026 Prevent Cancer Dialogue in Washington DC in May. 
 
Celebrated a new breastfeeding room at city hall! 

 
Head Start Garden and curriculum commenced. 
 
Community Garden on 17th Ave has 11 plots that are supporting families enrolled in SNAP/WIC. 
 
Supported Emerado school to start a meal repack program. 
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Completed an MMR reminder recall for kids aged 1-6 as measles was confirmed in our service area. 
 

TB program worked through two very dynamic and challenging active cases. 
 

Department-wide: Celebrated National Public Health Week in April and recognized the 2026 Public Health 
Champions! 

Brian Samson, GFPD 
Ashley Bayne, UND MPH Program 

Jaime Zuniga, GF Housing Authority 
Taylor Restad, GF Housing Authority 

Nancy O’Hara, United Way 
 
Numerous staff attended the ND Public Health Conference held in Bismarck, ND. 

 
Staffing: 
- Welcomed two summer interns, Annalisa & Carlaen. Annalisa has a leadership focus. Carlaen is focusing 

on refreshing our website. 
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