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The Grand Forks Housing Committee met on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. in the Executive Board 
Room at The HIVE.  The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by City Council President Sande, Chair 
of the committee.  
 
Those in attendance at the meeting were:  Dana Sande (chair), and Rebecca Osowski, City Council; Mark 
Rustad (Grand Forks County Commission and Rental Property Management; Anthony HodnyGrand Forks 
County Commission and Trades; CMSGT Marcus Cook Perry, GF Air Force Base; Terry Hanson, Grand 
Forks Housing Authority; Steve Wasvick, City Planning & Zoning Commission and Trades; Russell Crary, 
Grand Forks Growth Fund, GF Area Association of Realtors President and Developer; Keith Lund, GF 
Region Economic Development Corporation; Barry Wilfahrt, The Chamber; Jill Proctor, Downtown 
Development Association; Erica Hovey, Greater Grand Forks Young Professionals; Michael Bergeron, 
Past-Co-Chair of 2013 Blue Ribbon Housing Commission and interested Citizen-At-Large; Adrian 
Cummings, Forx Builders Association, President; Shanna Field, Mortgage Lender; Kevin Ritterman, 
Developer; Amber Flynn, Realtor; Lisa Rotvold, Red River Regional Council; Michelle Rydz, High Plains 
Fair Housing; and Aubrey Malnourie, Community Violence Intervention Centre;  
 
1  Introductions 
 
President Sande made opening comments and thanked all for agreeing to be part of the discussion of 
housing needs in the community.  Committee membership includes participants from various organizations, 
governmental units, construction industry, and developers. Members present introduced themselves and 
stated the section they were representing.  
 
2. Housing Overview Presentation 
 
Mark Schill, Praxis Strategy Group, gave a presentation providing statistics on various housing types in the 
community including: rental housing, new housing construction, comparisons with ither cities in North 
Dakota and the region, single family home sales, economic drivers in the housing market, tax base, and 
cases studies on multi-family tax incentive program and single family infrastructure cost. It was noted that 
the City has maxed out on all available programs allowed by the State.  The City has previously enacted 
extensions on time for special assessments, increased the infrastructure cost share, and offered special 
assessment deferral programs.  There is still a growing demand for housing which contributes to decreased 
vacancy rates and increased cost.  Committee discussed vacancy information and that it can be skewed by 
the reporting rental companies. Making a decision on what source to use for tracking and being consistent 
with use of that source for comparisons, including tiers of rental housing.  
 
3. Discussion and next steps: 
Committee members discussed information presented and brainstormed potential ideas to pursue and other 
information that would be interesting to review.   
 
The impact of the 1997 flood on loss of starter homes was noted.  Loss of 1,000 in one event is a large 
rebound and while some steps have been taken, redevelopment has not met demand.  Cost of construction 
and land prices has had an impact on single family home growth.  Construction trade labor is also a concern, 
with limited supply to complete projects in the community.   
 
A disparity was also noted in the age groups that struggle most with housing costs.  Older and youngest 
tiers seem to be the most burdened with being able to afford housing.   
 
The study was funded by The Chamber and Grand Forks Region Economic Development Corporation and 
there are still some funds left if expansion of the study is desired.   
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Construction costs and capacity for construction are also concerns.  Forx Builders had surveyed the capacity 
and could send that report out to attendees.  Comparison to Fargo needs to take into account community 
size, construction capacity and land availability.  With Fargo being at a crossroads of two interstate 
highways there is a different incentive for development.  Fargo is heavier on commercial to residential 
property.   
 
There are commercial developments coming to Grand Forks that will require housing:  Agristo, new 
missions at GFAFB, Epitome, etc.   
 
Any ideas or thoughts could be forwarded to Feland for the next meeting at the end of June.   
 
4. Adjourn             
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:14 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Sherie Lundmark, City Clerk 


