Base Retention & Investment Committee
Wednesday, June 3, 2026

GF Air Force Base - Col. Whitmore
The runway project is 30% complete.
The base continues to support operations in the Middle East.

Had a good visit from Sen. Cramer and Under Secretary Michael Duffey

Military Affairs Committee — Tim Haddock
Received a briefing on the new school on base.

Exciting to hear the potential of 300 new Space Force personnel on base.

Civic Leaders - Barry Wilfahrt
Rescheduled the March Pentagon Visit to July 29t
Continuing to work with the Mitchell Institute

Had a good visit with General Adrian Spain

Grand Forks County — Gracie Lian, Tom Ford, David O’Neill, Mike Fridolfs
Compatible Use Study will be presented to at the next MAC meeting on July 15%.

Working on redundant water supply infrastructure for the Base, Emerado and Grand
SKky.

Attended the ADC Summit in May where a major topic of discussion was housing.

General Atomics — Students from Japan just arrived for training. Once the runway is
complete expect more students from Netherlands. Erin Roesler is the new director at
General Atomics

Northrup Grumman — Started a new Range Hawk contract. New lon counter UAS
equipment has been installed at Northrup

University of North Dakota — Scott Snyder, Robert Kraus
Under Secretary Duffey also visited UND.



Signed an agreement with the ACC
New Radar is currently getting installed that can read satellites in space.

Working on a GPS jamming exercise.

DHS — Max Kahlhamer

MQO aircraft are taking off out of Fargo but are still flown by personnel in Grand Forks.

GF Public Schools — Dr. Brenner

New base school groundbreaking will be Friday, June 12t with an intended to be open
by fall of 2028

State of North Dakota — Sen. Barta, Sen. Meyer, Trevor Woods, Mary Christy

Test Site is continuing to work with the FAA

Had a demo at Gorman Field at the end of May

State Legislature received a new revenue forecast on May 29%". It was above estimates

Encourage everyone to go vote on June 9%.

Economic Development — Becca Cruger
Working to tap into talent pools for the UAS industry.

Will be hosting a delegation from Korea.

Federal Delegation —Randy Richards

Sen. Cramer wanted to emphasize how important the Under Secretary Duffey visit to
the base and UND was.

Base Consultants — Dave Deptula

The defense budget for 2027 is out and is very large. Congress is working through it
right now.

Air Force is looking at producing more of the new bombers and may need another base
to house them.



City of Grand Forks — Todd Feland
Children’s Museum had their ribbon cutting on May 20t
Construction continues on the Altru Sports Complex.

Housing needs are a concern for City officials. City Council President, Dana Sande,
has started a housing commission. More to come.

Work on 42"Y/Demers is underway with the new underpass set to be complete in 2027

*MTSI announced at the end of the meeting they have officials in Grand Forks to donate
3 planes to UND for training.

Next Meeting

August 5, 2026

8:00 am

The Hive Executive Board Room



