
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 

June 15, 2026 
 
The city council of the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota, met in Council Chambers on Monday, June 1, 
2026, at 5:30 p.m., with Mayor Bochenski presiding.  Present at roll call were Council Members Weigel, 
Osowski, Berg, Lunski, Fridolfs, Sande and Vein – 7; absent: None 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor and City Council.   
 
 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mayor Bochenski commented on the following matters:  great annual summer events including Artfest and 
Town Square Farmers Market and the groundbreaking for the new Twining Elementary/Middle School.  
 
 PROCLAMATION – 2027 MAYOR’S SALARY PLAN  

AND GENERAL FUND BUDGET PREVIEW 
 
Maureen Storstad, Finance Director, and Tangee Bouvette, Human Resources Director, gave a presentation 
with information on the 2027 Salary Plan and the General Fund Budget.  The budget focus is on Public 
Safety, People and Infrastructure, with the proposed budget providing funding for capital and technology 
needs, an elimination of 4.5 FTE’s in the general fund, promotions and salary plan with inclusion of step 
increase and 75% of the ECI, equating to a total proposed salary increase of 5.05%. Benefits are currently 
being bid, with an estimated 10% increase included in the budget for health insurance.  
 
Overall the budget proposed is a mill reduction for the 7th year, with a 0.10 mill decrease for 2027.  This 
keeps the city within the 3% cap and banks $203,000 under the cap.  The estimated mill rate for 2027 is 
$319,175 as compared to the 2026 Mill rate of $307,300.  The value increase is 1.45% from growth and 
2.41% from revaluation.  Storstad continued to review details of various departments in the general fund.  
A change is proposed for the Defined Benefit Pension Plan to add 5 years to the amortization period in the 
plan, which is 89% funded.  This will decrease the annual contribution by approximately $400,000.  
Storstad reviewed the General Fund unassigned fund balance which is currently at 32%, with a Policy of 
18%, and a target of 25%.  There is a plan to use excess funds for Multiple 1-time needs funded with cash 
which will reduce to 26% by 2032. Estimates of utility bill rates was also provided, with a projected overall 
increase of 4.64%, which equates to a $4.40 per month increase for a 4,000 gallon per month user.  
Comparative information was also presented on city to county with the City currently estimated to be 
75.34% of the value of the Grand Forks County property.  
 
Council Members made various comments on the information presented including:  use of flood protection 
funds, Greenway, Building Safety, and Mayor and City Council salaries. Overall Council Members liked 
the focus on public safety and employees.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
The following speakers addressed the City Council: Dean Budbillis, Evan Adrist, Almaz Tegenuand 
Brady Melland.  In addition electronically received comments from Sandra Kerr and Evan Andrist were 
distributed to City Council.   
 
(Council Member Sande departed the meeting during Citizen Comments) 

 
 



ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Council Member Weigel moved, and Council Member Berg seconded to approve the following items on 
consent agenda, with the motion passing 6 votes affirmative with Council Member Sande absent.  

 
1) Approved Amendment No. 1 to a Preliminary Engineering Services Agreement with Houston 
Engineering for Project 8959, S 48th St (32nd Ave S to 62nd Ave S) in the amount of $48,490.82..   
 
2) Approved a Letter of No Objection for Xcel Energy 27th Ave N Gas Reinforcement Project.  Xcel Energy 
is proposing to reinforce an existing gas line along 27th Ave N from N 69th St to N Washington St, which 
will increase the line to a 12” high pressure gas line that supports both Grand Forks and the regional area.  
Because the line crosses the English Coulee Diversion, a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers is 
needed and this document is required as part of the permit submittal.  
 
3) Approved the 2026 Amendment to the City of Grand Forks Stormwater Design Manual for Project No. 
8567, PDA 3 and English Coulee Area Flood Study.   
 
4) Approved selection of Arthur James Partners (AJP) and associated agreement in the amount of 
$159,750.00, for Project No. 9113, Alerus Center Scoreboard Replacement, subject to City Attorney review 
and approval.   
 
5) Awarded Bid #2026-7, Sanitation Division Front Load Refuse Truck to Olympic Sales/Northland Truck 
Sales from Fargo, ND, in the amount of $348,340.00 and approved surplus for Unit #5332, subject to review 
by the Finance Department, along with any necessary budget amendment.  
 
6) Declared various Public Works Department Equipment as surplus and authorized staff to proceed with 
sale, scrap or disposal of equipment according to established policies and procedures in coordination of the 
Finance Department.  Surplus equipment includes: Unit #6730, 1993 Oshkosh Plow Trunk; Unit #6751, 
2012 Oshkosh Plow Truck and Unit #6780, 1996 Oshkosh Plow Truck.  
 
7) Approved a sign appeal from University of North Dakota to allow installation of a sign at 2623 Red 
Jarrett Way, designating the Memorial Village Track as “UND Bell Bank Track”.   
 
8) Gave preliminary approval of a request to vacate a 20’ utility easement within Lot B & C, Block 2, 
Airport 7th Resubdivision, located at 4225 & 4243 Gateway Drive, subject to conditions shown on or 
attached to the review copy.  A public hearing was set for July 20, 2026. 
 
9) Adopted resolutions authorizing the issuance for the $4,235,000 Sales Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 
2026D, (SRF), and Series 2026E (SRF) to finance the construction of the 42nd and Demers Underpass, 
Project No. 8823, subject to final legal review.   
 
 ACTION ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION  
 
The following items were pulled for discussion and independent vote:  
 
1) Considered the Altru Sports Complex (ASC) Deep Dive Well Feature Management and Operations 
Agreement.  City Attorney Gaustad reported that discussions are continuing to address the Foundations 
role, as they are making the donation toward the funding for this feature, but do not see the need for them 
to be a party to ongoing operational items.  Gaustad provided information on long-term capital and 
maintenance that are also part of the agreement and that they are close to a resolution.  Council Member 



Berg moved and Council Member Lunski seconded to approve the agreement, subject to final review and 
approval of the City Attorney’s Office.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
2) Considered the Altru Naming Rights Agreement for the Altru Sports Complex (ASC).  City Attorney 
Gaustad provided an update of discussions with Altru on the naming rights agreement, that provides for a 
contribution from Altru of $10,00,000 over the course of 30 years for the naming rights of the building.  
The agreement also includes parameters for having naming rights of other items on the property, definition 
of a competitor, and long-term capital maintenance coverage for the signage on the building.  As Park 
District has been secured as manager for this property and will handle maintenance, they have been included 
in discussions and review of the agreement.  Council Member Fridolfs moved and Council Member Lunski 
seconded to approve the agreement, subject to final review and approval of the City Attorney.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
 
3) Considered an application for a gaming site authorization from Listen, Inc. at Parrot’s Cay, located at 
1149 36th Avenue South.  Motion to approve by Council Member Berg, second by Council Member 
Osowski.  Motion passed 5-1, with Council Member Weigel dissenting.  
 
4) Considered the replat of Lot 1, Block 1, TJ’s Addition, located at 5675 South Washington Street, which 
will split the lot to allow the City to acquire Lot B, which will be utilized as a yard waste site.  Ryan Brooks, 
City Planner, explained that the City acquired part of this property in early 2025 with City Council 
approving this as a new southend yard waste site. This site is located adjacent to a Lift Station and has 
access from main roads.  Brooks also showed a map of yard waste sites in the community and that there 
have not been complaints on upkeep of those sites.  It was discussed that these sites are not for commercial 
dumping, but rather for residential use and that they are  monitored by Public Works staff and emptied as 
needed.  Discussion included potential adding of fencing on additional sides of the site for further 
containment of yard waste.  Council Member Osowski moved and Council Member Weigel seconded that 
this item be approved.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
5) Considered an ordinance for annexation of the 80.00 feet of Lot 1, Block 1, of TJ’s Third Addition, 
located at 5675 South Washington Street, which the City has purchased to use as a yard waste site.  Council 
Member Osowski moved and Council Member seconded to give preliminary approval of the ordinance to 
annex the property.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
6) Considered an ordinance amending the Land Development Code, Section 18-0204 relating to the 
“Townhouse” definition, Section 0209 (11) relating to R-2 Semi-Detached Dwelling Special Conditions, 
and Section 18-0210 (11) (A) relating to R-3 Townhouse Special Conditions. Brooks provided information 
on the request for the change which came from developers looking at options for housing other than large 
multi-family structures and addressing some higher costs that result from the current code.  This change 
will not affect where duplexes can be located, as that is determined by zoning.  This will remove the lot 
line requirement and allow for shared utility installation, which decreases costs and could lead to 
diversification of housing developments.  There are some other technical changes in code associated and 
those have been reviewed by Fire Department and Building Safety, with both agreeing the changes are not 
a concern.  Council Member Weigel moved and Council Member Lunski seconded to give preliminary 
approval of the ordinance.  Motion passed 5-1 with Council Member Osowski dissenting.   
 
    INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
The following items were presented for City Council’s information:  Investment Portfolio Summary for the 
period ending May 31, 2026.  
 



 
APPROVE VENDOR LIST AND ENGINEERS ESTIMATES 

 
Vendor list 26-12, dated June 15, 2026, in the amount of $1,175,896.69 and Engineers Estimates dated June 
15, 2026 in the amount of $4,277,963.50 were presented.  It was moved by Council Member Berg and 
seconded by Council Member Fridolfs to approve.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Minutes from June 1, 2026, City Council meeting was presented. Council Member Berg moved and Council 
Member Weigel seconded to approve.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS 
 
Feland provided information on items that will be on the agenda for upcoming meetings including Ray 
Richards Golf Course (RRGC) Redevelopment, updates on Northern Plains Nitrogen (NPN), Epitome 
Energy and Red River Biorefinery.  He also provided information on the upcoming second meeting of the 
Housing Committee. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Council Members Osowski stated that she is looking forward to the updates. She encouraged those having 
concerns with neighboring properties to submit to the 311 program so that the concerns are documented.  
She also commented regarding the recent news articles about Cirrus and that we should monitor.   
 
Council Member Fridolfs recognized Council Member Lunski for her service on City Council.   
 
Council Member Weigel thanked staff for their work on the 2027 budget preliminary information.   
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski and second by Council Member Lunski to adjourn the meeting at 
7:05 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  
         

Respectfully submitted, 
    

Maureen Storstad, City Auditor                                           
 Approved:    
              

Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 
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