
City of Grand Forks 
Staff Report 
Committee of the Whole –July 13, 2026 
City Council – July 20, 2026 

Agenda Item: Consideration of Draft Final Socioeconomic Study 

Submitted By: Teri Kouba, Senior Planner, The Forks MPO 

Staff Recommended Action: Review and approve Draft Final Socioeconomic Study. 

Committee Recommended Action: 

Council Action: 

BACKGROUND: 

Before the Forks MPO starts work on the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), we 
gather the data needed to support the development of the MTP. A foundational piece 
of data is the population and job growth in the MPO planning area between the base 
year and the final year of the MTP. The upcoming MTP will have a base year of 2025 and 
a final year of 2055.  

In October 2025 the MPO contracted with SRF and Praxis to help with the analysis of 
population, household, and employment growth in the MPO Planning Area. Once the 
analysis established the growth, SRF would then allocate the information into the Traffic 
Analysis Zones (TAZs) for the MPO Planning Area for use in the travel demand model. 

In January, a range of growth rate estimates was identified including Low, Medium and 
High rate of growth was presented to the City Council.  The City Council adopted an 
annual growth rate of 0.8% population growth per year, resulting in 72,818 persons in 
the City of Grand Forks by the year 2055.  

Motion by Berg, second by Fridolfs to move staff 
recommendation to City Council with a 
recommendation to approve. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Motion by Berg, second by Fridolfs to approve on consent agenda. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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The adopted growth rate was used to establish housing, population, and employment 
projections for the years 2040 and 2055 which were incorporated into TAZs for the 
region. The TAZ allocation process consisted of five steps: 
 

1. Refining TAZ boundaries to account for changed conditions from the previous 
socioeconomic study (2020). These changes were completed by the Advanced 
Traffic Analysis Center (ATAC) at North Dakota State University, which maintains 
the State’s regional TDMs and associated TAZ data for the region. 

2. Establishing the 2025 baseline socioeconomic data to the TAZ network. Previous 
2020 baseline TAZ data, Census data, Data Axle data, and Steering Committee 
member feedback were used to establish and refine 2025 baseline allocations, 
reflecting current or existing conditions. Year 2025 baseline values were adjusted 
based on known development that occurred since the last socioeconomic study, 
or between 2020-2025. 

3. Preliminarily distribution of the preferred forecast totals for 2040 and 2055 
households and jobs to the updated TAZ network. The previous TAZ data for 
years 2035 and 2050 were used as starting point to identify primary growth areas. 
Initial allocations stemmed from conversations and feedback from city planners 
to identify key TAZs where anticipated growth for 2040 and 2050 are most likely 
to occur. 

4. Adjusting preliminary TAZ values based on comments from project stakeholders 
and members of the Steering Committee. Conversations with city staff were 
instrumental in setting realistic assumptions for the location and timing of future 
growth. Numerous factors were discussed, including: 

i. The likely density of jobs or households based on established land use 
plans and existing development examples 

ii. Knowledge of planned development initiatives and local landowners 
iii. Infrastructure capacity for various sites 
iv. Remaining site development potential (acreage) 
v. The anticipated timing of major infrastructure projects that will shape 

future development patterns (e.g., future interchange) 
5. Rebalancing TAZ values to ensure consistency with the overall socioeconomic 

forecast totals and align with municipal boundaries. This process resulted in 
minor deviations from comments received but ensured that all data is internally 
consistent with the preferred growth scenario adopted by the Forks MPO. TAZs 
intersected by city boundary lines were split (e.g., TAZ 2 Grand Forks and GAZ 2 
North Dakota MPA), then data was spatially assigned to both sides of the 
boundary to be consistent with the city forecasts. 

The TAZs with the final socioeconomic numbers included will be sent to the Advanced 
Traffic Analysis Center (ATAC) to be incorporated into the travel demand model.  

 

The MPO wants to include your input. Please provide any comments to Teri 



Kouba (teri.kouba@theforksmpo.org) by June 30, 2026, to be incorporated into 
the final document before your July 6, 2026, meeting. 
 
ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:  
• The MPO is developing 2040 and 2055 housing and employment projections to 

update the region’s travel demand model in preparation of the MTP update. 
• MPO staff with consultant assistance has worked with MPO member 

jurisdiction staff and area stakeholders in the development of housing and 
employment projections and their geographic distribution throughout the 
region. 

• Grand Forks and East Grand Forks City Councils previously approved growth 
rates for the area. 

• It is anticipated that the MPO Policy Board will consider approval of the 2055 
Socioec0nomic Study Update at the July 15, 2026, meeting. 

• MPO staff recommends approval of the 2055 Socioeconomic Study which 
incorporates previously approved growth rates. 

 
SUPPORT MATERIAL:  
Presentation 
Draft document can be found on the project webpage: Socioeconomic Study 
 

mailto:teri.kouba@theforksmpo.org
https://www.theforksmpo.org/in_development/socioeconomic_study___land_use_plan_


Forks MPO 2055 Socioeconomic Study Update

Grand Forks Committee of the Whole
July 13, 2026



Study Purpose
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Forecasts



Study Process
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Baseline Forecasts (Adopted Scenario)

Forecast Area Population Households Jobs
2025 2055 CHG 2025 2055 CHG 2025 2055 CHG

Grand Forks City 59,405 72,818 13,413 26,416 32,199 5,783 32,188 36,997 4,809
East Grand Forks 9,113 10,831 1,718 3,437 4,050 613 5,983 6,026 43
Grand Forks County 73,340 85,299 11,959 31,967 37,087 5,120 38,433 44,849 6,416
Polk County 31,084 27,896 (3,188) 12,659 11,213 (1,446) 11,005 9,636 (1,359)
MPA Total 70,382 86,000 15,618 30,634 37,227 6,593 39,337 44,285 4,948



Employment Forecast

• Forecast aligns with age cohort populations (under 20, 20-29, 30-54, 55-69, 70+)
• Linear models of employment by 2-digit NAICS code and age group
• Accounts for differential effects of age groups on employment by industry
• Total forecast is the average of results from each age group, weighted by 

strength of the correlation each age group shows with the outcome variable



TAZ Allocation Process

1. Refine TAZ boundaries
2. Establish 2025 baseline allocations
3. Preliminary TAZ allocations
4. Spot adjustments based on stakeholder feedback
5. Rebalance TAZs to match overall forecast totals



TAZ Allocation Considerations

• Future job and household density 
• Knowledge of planned / proposed development initiatives
• Infrastructure capacity
• Site development potential (remaining acreage)
• Anticipated timing of major infrastructure projects (e.g., future interchange)
• Knowledge of local landowners



TAZ Allocation Considerations

• TAZ totals are a composite of various household types (1-person, 2-person, 3-
person, etc.)

• Employment totals are a composite of various industries (agriculture, 
manufacturing, retail, wholesale, education, service)

• Distributed based on Data Axle proportions
• Growth areas outside of the MPA will be modeled as external stations (e.g., 

NPN, AFB)



Households

2025-2055 Change
Primary growth areas:
• South end
• I-29 corridor (east 

side)
• Infill sites



Employment

2025-2055 Change
Primary growth areas:
• GF north end
• I-29 corridor (west 

side)



Remaining Schedule

• City Council Meetings
• GF – July 20, 2026
• EGF – July 21, 2026

• MPO Executive Board – August 19, 2026
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