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City of Grand Forks

Meeting Type: City Council Meeting

Full Name First Name: Jason
Last Name: Arandole

Full Address Street Address: 2212 17th Ave S
City: Grand forks
State: ND
Zip: 58201

Agenda Item Number / Topic: 5.15 Ray Richards PILOT

Comments: Just wanted to drop a quick note and say that I, along with most of my
friends, are in full support of this project. It seems you are only
bombarded with the negative people, so I just wanted to say I’m one of
many who thinks this is a positive thing. I can’t wait for the youth of this
town to be able to have something fun of this caliber to give Grand
Forks another wonderful thing that young (and old alike) can participate
in.
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City of Grand Forks

Meeting Type: City Council Meeting

Full Name First Name: Andrew
Last Name: Krauseneck

Full Address Street Address: 4953 Curran Court
City: Grand Forks
State: ND
Zip: 58201

Agenda Item Number / Topic: 5.15 Ray Richards PILOT

Comments: Thank you to those of you who called/text me - I am appreciative I was
able to have a couple of phone conversations.  My goal was to simply
chat with you all, rather than a long email.  I will, as I said, be getting a
more in depth email put together, to send to all three taxing entities,
based upon last Tuesday's meeting, as clarification and further
information I feel is needed, especially for the other two boards, who
have not been in contact with me, nearly as much.  Prior to this
evening's meeting, I simply want to ask you to vote NO on this PILOT
for Ray Richards.  This is not you voting NO for the project itself - it is
simply forcing a private, for profit business, to stand on its own and
produce a viable business plan.  There are alternatives to this PILOT
approval, to allow the golf course to live on - some of which I was able
to share with you, Ms. Berg and Mr. Sande, during our calls - thank you
again, for your time.  I'm confident the community can figure this out,
without creating unfair advantages for some, at the expense of others. 
You all know my position - I feel this is both wrong, while also being
illegal - I'm not referring to some of our legal disagreements about
primary sector qualification, or PILOTs vs exemptions, or time periods -
we'll get those answers most likely from the AG's office.  What I am
referring to with legality is 40-57.1-01 - the "unfair advantage" this group
will be given, to my "substantial detriment" - it is illegal - and, I hope all
of you can ask this question, of yourselves and of Mr. Gaustad, publicly,
this evening.  Simply listening to me for 3 minutes tonight, or reading
this email, surely can't suffice giving me "due weight" - I'm not a
complainer, an agitator, a usual suspect - I'm just trying to stick up for
fair competition, for my business, and for many others (don't forget
about the $1.65 million in projected food and beverage sales - that is
massive).  I wanted to email this short note over, knowing you don't
have a bunch of time prior to the meeting, and so it would be of public
record, in follow up to my request for phone calls/meetings.  But, I will
see you all soon, and will use my 3 minutes to share my thoughts, also. 
I hope this resonates differently for some of you, this time, versus my
other trips to the podium.  Thank you.



On Sat, Jul 18, 2026 at 10:23 AM Andrew Krauseneck wrote:
Hello, Ms. Osowski, Ms. Berg, Mr. Weigel, Mr. Sande, Ms. Salentiny,
Mr. Fridolfs and Mr. Vein.  I'd like to connect in person, or on the phone,
with all of you over the weekend, prior to Monday evening's meeting.  I
simply want to chat with you about the PILOT for Ray Richards.  I'm
hoping Tuesday was helpful.  I am putting together a follow up email, for
all three entities, as there were some questions raised and comments
made that certainly need clarification.  But, I for sure want to chat with
you all this weekend.  Can you please send me a time, or a few time
options, that are convenient for you, and then I can call you at your
preferred number?  I'd like to respect your time and busy schedules.  I
only need 10 minutes of your time.  I'm open to chatting as long as
you'd like though, if you have questions for me.  Thank you! (text if
easier than email - 701-330-5213)
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City of Grand Forks

Meeting Type: City Council Meeting

Full Name First Name: Don
Last Name: Flaagan

Full Address Street Address: 3491 meadow dr
City: Grand Forks
State: ND
Zip: 58201

Agenda Item Number / Topic: Ray Richard’s golf course

Comments: Grand Forks residents, schools, and businesses should not be asked to
absorb the cost of a 20-year 90% tax reduction from a private
development. Enough with the pilots!
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