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Item 4-3 (Final) - Vacation Request

Title: Vacation of a Portion of Duke Drive Right-of-Way

Location: 900 Block of Duke Drive

Land Description: See attached exhibit

Applicant: City of Grand Forks

Owner: Altru Health System

Prepared By: Sierra Johnson, Planner

Submitted By: Ryan Brooks, Planning and
Community Development Director

Purpose: Vacation of a portion of Duke Drive right-of-way to allow development of the area

Staff Recommendation

Recommending approval of the vacation of a portion of Duke Drive Right-of-Way, as shown

on attached exhibit.

Application Status

August 5, 2026 - Planning and Zoning Commission Recommended Action:

August 17, 2026 - City Council Action:

September 21, 2026 (Public Hearing) - City Council Action:

Existing

Proposed

Land Use: Vacant

Land Use: Senior housing, assisted living facility
skilled care facility, senior independent living,
and duplexes

Zoning: Medvue PUD Amend. 6 - R-3 uses

Zoning: Medvue PUD Amend. 7

Uses Permitted: All uses permitted in R-3
districts

Uses Permitted: R-4, R-3, Senior Multi-Family,
Assisted Living, Memory Care, Skilled Services,
Medical Services, and Accessory Uses for Scaled
Senior Living Facility




Context

Adjacent Zoning Districts: PUD R-3 Multi-Family Medium Density District, PUD B-3 General
Business District, PUD R-4 Multi-Family High Density District, A-1 Agricultural Preservation District

Adjacent Streets: Duke Drive

Adjacent Bike/Ped Facilities: Off-road shared use path on east side of parcel along coulee

Adjacent CAT Routes: Routes 3, 8, 9

Consistency with 2050 Land Use Plan

Vacations are not mentioned in the Land Use Plan, but the proposed development aligns with
the following goals:

Housing Goal 1, Objective A: Increase a well-maintained mix of housing opportunities to
provide for the full spectrum of existing and potential residents.
Housing Goal 1, Objective B: ...Establish neighborhood identity in new areas.

Background and Discussion

This request coincides with the preceding replat and rezoning requests and the proceeding
vacation request but is being requested by City Staff rather than the developer in order to
clean up easements and right of way so the next phase of platting is easier to track.

This request is to vacate a small portion of Duke Drive right-of-way. This right-of-way is not
utilized and was previously vacated in 2015, but the vacation documents were never
recorded.

The request is back for approval again as Valley Senior Living is proposing to develop a new
campus in the area. This land area may be re-established as an easement on a future plat, if
necessary. Design of utilities are still in design and unknown at this time.

Staff is recommending approval.

Findings of Fact

Vacation with vacate a portion of Duke Drive right-of-way to allow for new development.
Vacation of same land area was approved in 2015 but was never recorded.

Vacations require final approval by the Planning and Zoning Commission as well as
preliminary and final approval by City Council.

Attachments

Easement Vacation Exhibit




