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Planning & Zoning Commission Minutes 
July 8, 2026, 5:30pm – City Council Chambers 
3rd Floor City Hall, 255 N 4th Street 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission will meet at the above date and time. Any member of 

the public seeking to submit comments relating to an Agenda item or public hearing may do so in person at the meeting 

or should submit their comments to www.grandforksgov.com/councilcomments or call 701-746-2661 for further 

information. All online comments received prior to 5:00 p.m. on the meeting day will be considered part of the record 

of the meeting as if personally presented. 

 

1. Roll Call 

__X_Arel  _X__Budke  _X__Klava  ___Holt _X__Matson  _X__Reichert  __X_Sande  __X_Wasvick __X_ Dietrich 

 

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes for June 3, 2026, meeting. 

Motion by Reichert, second by Budke to approve minutes as submitted. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

3. Public Hearings, Final Approvals, Petitions, and Minor Changes 

 

3-1 Planning and Zoning Commission By-Laws. 

 

 Mr. Brooks gave background on the item. He stated that the item was first heard in May 

and is back for final approval. Dan Gaustad, City Attorney, reviewed the bylaws that were 

presented in May and described the following proposed updates: modify special meetings 

to be called with notifications to follow NDCC requirements, modify ability to add items to 

regular meeting agendas to be approved with majority vote of Commission, and clarify that 

Executive Committee and sub-committee members are encouraged to attend City Council 

meetings along with staff to convey any discussion or recommendations. 

 

 Public hearing opened. No comments received. Public hearing closed. 

 

 Motion by Reichert, second by Budke for approval of staff recommendation. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

3-2 Ordinance to amend Section 18-0204 relating to “Townhouse” definition, Section 18-

0209(11) relating to R-2 Semi-Detached Dwelling Special Conditions, and Section 18-

0210(11)(A) relating to R-3 Townhouse Special Conditions. 

 

 Ms. Edwardson gave background on the item. She stated that there have been no changes 

made to the ordinance since preliminary approval last month. However, the staff report 
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was updated to address citizen comments related to life safety requirements and concern 

that the amendments would allow townhomes in all zoning districts throughout the city. 

Ms. Edwardson stated that the amendments are only to the zoning ordinance for the 

purpose of increasing opportunities for the development of different townhome building 

types, so there will be no change to life safety code(s) or processes. Further, the ordinance 

will not change which zoning districts townhomes are permitted in.  

 

 Public hearing opened.  

 

 John Schlosser, 822 N 4th St, voiced support for the amendments as they may remove 

barriers to housing development and affordability. He acknowledged the City’s openness to 

pursue these and other housing-related policy changes.  

 

 Tony Hollingsworth, 2275 S 34th St Apt 7, voiced support for the amendments.  

 

 Public hearing closed.  

 

 Motion by Reichert, second by Matson for approval of staff recommendation. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

3-3 Replat of Lots T & U, Block 1, King’s View Sixth Resubdivision, located at 6173 & 6181 

Magnolia Drive. 

 

 Mr. Folson gave background on the item. He stated that the replat combines two lots for 

the development of a single-family home.  

 

 Public hearing opened. No comments received. Public hearing closed.  

 

 Motion by Reichert, second by Matson for approval of request. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

4. Communications and Preliminary Approvals 

 

4-1   Ordinance to amend Section 18-1103 and Section 18 Appendix C related to Land 

Development Applications and Fees. 

 

 Ms. Grasser gave background on the item. She stated that staff has been updating the fees 

associated with Planning & Zoning Commission applications and items annually for the 

past few years. She stated that the fees are currently listed in the Land Development 

Ordinance, and the amendment proposes to remove this listing since the fees have been 

changing annually. Instead, the fees associated with Land Development Code applications 

will exist only in the annual fee listing resolution that is passed by City Council every year. 

The amendment also clarifies that all fees are non-refundable and are due at the time of 

application submission. Regarding applications, the ordinance is being amended to remove 
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all text in Appendix C and retain it as “Reserved” as application content changes somewhat 

often.  

 

 Mr. Reichert asked if the application fees are still charged if an item isn’t brought forward to 

the Commission. Ms. Grasser stated that currently, applicants are not charged in this case, 

but the ordinance amendment will require a non-refundable payment at the time of 

application submission.  

 

 Motion by Reichert, second by Budke for approval of staff recommendation. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

5. Reports from the Planning Department 

 

5-1 Monthly Update 

 

 Ms. Grasser gave the monthly update.  

 

6. Other Business 

 

7. Adjournment 

  

 Motion by Reichert, second by Matson to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 5:46pm. 


