
From: Matt Wallace <mwallace@ndmoa.com> 
Date: July 21, 2026 at 9:53:17 AM CDT 
To: "Sande, Dana" <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: City Regrant 

Dear Dana, 
 
I am writing to encourage you to add the City's Arts Regrant program back into the budget. 
The North Dakota Museum of Art has been a long-time recipient of the Regrant program 
and as its Director, I am personally aware of how critically important city support has been 
to the museum's ability to bring cultural and economic benefit to our community. Although 
the Museum is located on the University of North Dakota campus, it is not part of the 
University system. The Museum operates as a not-for-profit and as is the case for other 
non-profit arts organizations, is responsible for raising its programming costs through 
grants, donations, and other forms of public and private support. In return for the City's 
investment, the Museum brings nationally and internationally acclaimed programming to 
the community, helps make Grand Forks a destination for artistic and cultural activities, 
and brings tourism dollars to our area.  
 
The Museum is unique in that it is the official State Art Museum located in Grand Forks and 
not Bismarck. The State does not provide general operating funds, but rather it funds a 
rural arts program through which the Museum takes exhibitions to rural communities 
throughout North Dakota. This is a partnership that has gone back to 2004. In doing so, the 
State recognizes the Museum’s expertise in providing arts education in under-resourced 
rural areas. Outside of this program, the Museum depends solely on its own fundraising to 
meet its $1.2 million annual budget through grants, fundraisers, and memberships. 
 
The Museum is internationally recognized and contributes to the economy of the city, and 
to the vibrant cultural life for those in the Red River Valley and beyond. In July of 2025, we 
opened the retrospective exhibition Return. Roberta Paul. Roberta graduated from the UND 
Art Department in 1981, and her husband graduated from the UND Medical School in 1982. 
The Museum bought them to Grand Forks, as well as her gallery dealer and her husband for 
the installation and opening. These four stayed at the Olive Ann Hotel for a week. In total, 
the exhibition brought over 30 of the artist’s friends who flew from the East Coast to 
attend. In addition, the artist and gallery dealer will be hosted a dinner for 40 people at 
Ely’s Ivy the week of the opening. Of course, none of this business would take place without 
the support of programs such as the Arts Regrant, which the Museum has used to support 
exhibitions. These funds help cover the cost of shipping the work, installation supplies 
(which are purchased locally, including paint, tools, lumber, etc.), printing, and advertising 
in outlets such as the Grand Forks Herald. The Arts Regrant contribute to the Museum’s 
ability to hire talented locals to execute exhibitions and programming. All Museum 
employees are from Grand Forks or have lived here for years. 
 
This year the Museum approached this grant in a whole new manner. Instead of supporting 
an exhibition, the Museum developed a new program which we hope continues to grow in 



the years to come. To expand access to the arts, staff organized FRAME (Flexible, 
Responsive Access for Museum Equity), a week-long art camp specifically for children with 
disabilities. As a result of this new area of education to the Museum, it will be followed up 
with Saturday workshops for these children. With support of the Arts Regrant program, we 
see this as an area that has great potential in providing greater quality of life for all 
residents.  
 
Other programs such as the Museum’s classical music series brings renowned musicians 
from around the globe. These musicians fly in on a Saturday, perform at the Museum 
Sunday afternoons, and in area schools on Monday. This puts them in hotels for three 
nights, brings restaurants business, gives business to rental car companies and the airport, 
and gives a sense of what Grand Forks has to offer. Depending on the size of the group, the 
Museum rents 40 – 60 hotel rooms for this series alone. The Museum’s Concerts in the 
Garden series brings nationally touring bands to Grand Forks on Tuesday evenings in the 
summer. This summer the Museum has hosted bands from Kentucky, Georgia, Wisconsin, 
New York, and Texas. This not only has an impact on hotels in the city (which will be about 
20 hotel rooms for the series), but gas stations, bars and restaurants, and more. The 
Museum orders beer and wine from local distributors and includes products from local 
establishments such as Half Brothers Brewing Company. Propane is purchased locally for 
the barbecue grill to feed the audience, cups from Coles Paper, root beer from Hugos, and 
hires sound and light production. All sourced locally. 
 
The Museum also contributes to the quality of life in Grand Forks by placing artwork in 
businesses and other public spaces at no cost to the host organization. Art owned by the 
North Dakota Museum of Art can be found in the new Altru Hospital, the Center of for 
Innovation, and the Grand Forks International Airport. Currently the Museum is expanding 
its partnership with Altru to include more art works into areas of the hospital such as the 
NICU, the lobby, and the emergency room. 
 
The city's investment in the arts leverages a wide variety of other benefits, bringing both 
acclaim, and additional financial investments into the city.  For example, after the Museum 
hosted “The Disappeared" in 2007, the exhibition toured ten cities in the US and South 
American and received outstanding critical reviews in the national press. Holland Carter's 
New York Times review concluded, "...why is it that an on-the-road exhibition from a small 
museum in the Midwest is the most potent show of contemporary art, political or 
otherwise, in town? All I can say is that curators in our local museums should pay a visit 
and ask themselves that question.” 
 
Most recently, The New York Times featured the Museum’s exhibition Fawzia Khan: 
Ubuntu as an exhibition to see this Spring, followed by outstanding coverage of the 
exhibition by the American Craft Council. 
 
In conclusion, I am asking you to continue to invest in the Museum, and other arts 
organizations in the city, so that we may continue to invest in our community. The Arts 
Regrant Program is an investment into the quality of life, and economic livelihood of our 
city. Used wisely by arts organizations it generates business locally. A typical summer 



concert in the Museum’s sculpture garden will see 300+ attendees, while the classical 
series provides education and concerts for hundreds of local school students. Last year the 
Museum brought professional musicians to Winship Elementary, Lake Agassiz Elementary, 
Lewis and Clark Elementary, and the Grand Forks Public Library to provide school-wide 
concerts and workshops. The arts are economic and cultural forces that contributes in so 
many ways to the life of Grand Forks residents. Funding of arts organizations at the current 
level should be a point of pride for the city and its residents. It is a relatively small 
investment that pays off in so many ways, providing resources and cultural benefits to our 
community that make Grand Forks unique in North Dakota. 
 
 
Matthew Wallace, Director 
North Dakota Museum of Art 
261 Centennial Drive Stop 7305 
Grand Forks, ND 58202 
Phone: (1) 701 777-4195 
ndmoa.com 
 



From: City of Grand Forks, ND <info@grandforksgov.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 9:58 PM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: Request to reconsider arts grants budget line  
  
Message submitted from the <City of Grand Forks, ND> website. 
 
Site Visitor Name: Allyse Dunnigan 
Site Visitor Email: Adunnigan@gfchorales.onmicrosoft.com  
 
Good evening, 
I’m writing you tonight as a member of the board of the Grand Forks Chorales. We are one 
of many arts organizations in town that exist with the help of the city’s arts grants. Our 
organization brings together community members from all walks to build beautiful music 
in our Chorale. We also have a semi-professional auditioned choir, the Master Chorale, 
that has performed at regional conferences and provides a high artistic vocal music 
experience the community doesn’t have elsewise. We perform several concerts each year, 
typically partnering with other local groups, such as the Grand Cities Children’s Choir, the 
Greater Grand Forks Symphony Orchestra, and even non-profits like Global Friends. The 
Chorales and other arts organizations provide community for not only members, but 
audience members – especially at concerts like our annual Sing-A-Long Messiah. Arts 
organizations such as the Chorales make Grand Forks a great place to live. Please 
continue to support them by adding the arts grants back into the budget. 
Thank you for your time and service on the council, 
Allyse Dunnigan 
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From: City of Grand Forks, ND <info@grandforksgov.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2026 10:08 AM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: Arts funding  
  
Message submitted from the <City of Grand Forks, ND> website. 
 
Site Visitor Name: Chris Gable 
Site Visitor Email: cgablearvo@gmail.com  
 
Dear Mr. Sande: 
 
I am writing to express my concern about Arts funding in the Mayor's proposed budget. I 
am under the impression that his budget is not finalized yet.  
 
Apparently, it looks like he thinks that Sports and entertainment are the same thing (and 
that Arts funding generally falls under "entertainment"). So that as long as his budget 
supports events at the Alerus Center, then he can say he is "supporting the arts."  
 
As we all know, the Alerus only hosts national touring acts, which have nothing to do with 
local musicians, actors, directors, conductors, etc. etc. Arts funding is crucial in Grand 
Forks for smaller organizations who do vital work in the community. I don't need to tell you 
how important the Empire Arts Center, Firehall Theater, the Greater Grand Forks 
Symphony, or North Dakota Ballet Company are to this community. These organizations 
improve the quality of life in Grand Forks year after year, and are a major reason why 
families want to stay in town. 
 
I urge you to push back against the Mayor's zeroing out of the Arts budget (in the Special 
Revenue Funds category), unless I am misunderstanding the way the budget works. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Chris Gable  
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From: ETC Managing Artistic Director <etc@empireartscenter.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2026 5:54 PM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Cc: Weigel, Daniel <DWeigel@grandforksgov.com>; Osowski, Rebecca <ROsowski@grandforksgov.com>; 
Berg, Tricia <TBerg@grandforksgov.com>; Salentiny, Angela <ASalentiny@grandforksgov.com>; Fridolfs, 
Mike <MFridolfs@grandforksgov.com>; Vein, Ken <KVein@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: Retain the Arts Re-Grant  
  
Dear City Council Members: 

I have been involved as an art organizer or board member for several nonprofits since 2009. 
However, I have been a consumer of art and cultural events since 1989 when I first moved 
to Grand Forks from New York City.  As a theatre practitioner, I have found Grand Forks to 
be a supportive community in which to write, research, and present new work, frequently 
about the citizens of Grand Forks and ND. Friends who visit from much larger cities are 
impressed by the number of offerings and quality of work produced on our stages and 
curated in our museums and galleries. 

A robust arts scene is a credit to not just the artists and organizations but also the city 
government which financially supports the arts in a community. The Arts Regrant program 
has benefited art organizations for more than a decade. Sadly, last year, art organizations 
were instructed to find other sources of funding to replace the Arts Re-grant. 
Approximately 50% of my time as the Managing Artistic Director of the Empire Theatre 
Company is taken up supplementing box office revenue to meet growing expenses. Local 
business owners are approached for advertising dollars and sponsorships. Time is 
consumed searching for grants and writing them. Fundraising events have multiplied in 
recent years, taking up more and more time, time which is often donated by staff to the 
organization. We stretch dollars until they squeal so we can keep programming vibrant and 
ticket prices affordable. 

Last year, the Council floated the idea of art organizations tapping into gaming funds. 
However, there are multiple reasons why this is not feasible. Already stretched staff would 
need to devote someone to overseeing such an enterprise and the organizations that 
currently benefit from gaming funds would then share dollars they are already counting on 
to support their projects. A new financial deficit would grow.  

Since January, I have written repeatedly to the Mayor and Council members thanking you 
for past support and reminding you of what you most certainly already know: The arts are 
not “extra”.  They are essential to the mental health of our citizens – of all ages -- , create 
incentives for individuals and families to move to Grand Forks, fuel restaurant, bar, retail, 
and hotel business (on average $33 is spent for every ticket to an event purchased), and 
help stem what the U.S. Surgeon General has called an “epidemic” of 
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loneliness.  $159,135 from sales tax paid by Grand Forks citizens and visitors is a small 
contribution toward these benefits. While these grant dollars are miniscule compared to 
the incentives offered by the City to bring new businesses to town, it is a significant 
amount to the art organizations who receive them. They may be the difference between 
raising ticket prices, offering scholarships, retaining an event, retaining staff, and 
ultimately bringing more people to Grand Forks, all of whom contribute to sales tax 
revenue. 

I urge Council members to vote to be a city that financially supports the arts. Surely, there 
are solutions to this issue other than cutting the grant from the budget. I know a lot of 
creative people who would be great assets in figuring them out. Let’s find the solution 
together before cutting out the Arts Re-grant.  

Sincerely,  

  

Kathleen Coudle-King 
Grand Forks Taxpayer since 1989 

Kathleen Coudle-King  
Managing Artistic Director  
Empire Theatre Co.  
Empire Arts Center  
 

  



From: Naomi Welsh <naomicellomom@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, July 25, 2026 12:27 PM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: Arts funding: an efficient investment in the city Grand Forks  
  
Dear Council Member Sande, 
Thank you for your continued service to Grand Forks. As you review this year's 
budget, I know that every dollar must be weighed carefully. I'm writing to you just as 
I did last year, when you wisely chose to preserve this funding, to urge you to retain 
the city's $159,135 in arts regrant funding rather than cut it. While I would also 
strongly urge the council to retain the CSG funding, this email is focused on the arts.  
The Arts Regrant line is a tiny fraction of the city budget, but provides meaningful 
support to between 15 and 19 local arts organizations each year through competitive 
grants, making these dollars have an exponential impact on the community. These 
organizations run lean budgets and deliver performances, classes, and events reaching 
nearly every resident and many visitors each year. Like roads, water, and parks, this is 
infrastructure: the kind that keeps a city functioning well for the people who live here, 
and makes it a destination for others. I know you personally value the arts, and I 
understand that other city projects may be priorities, and require funding as well. 
Nonetheless, I hope you will consider the following: 
North Dakota's arts and culture sector contributes over $1.6 billion annually to the 
state economy. Locally, the arts regrant funding acts as a catalyst: it helps 
organizations qualify for additional grants and donations, drawing outside dollars into 
our economy and multiplying the impact of every public dollar invested, while 
supporting the restaurants, hotels, and shops that host visiting families and arts event 
attendees. Data and studies consistently show that every dollar invested in local arts 
returns significantly more in economic activity. With federal arts funding shrinking, 
school arts programs being cut, and costs rising everywhere, this funding may be the 
difference between Grand Forks’ arts organizations surviving or not. 
As you know, I serve as part-time Executive Director of Northern Valley Youth 
Orchestras (NVYO), one organization this funding supports. NVYO brings students 
and families weekly from more than 15 regional communities including Grand Forks 
but also Crookston, East Grand Forks, Thief River Falls, Grafton, Pembina, 
Thompson, Reynolds,  Grand Forks Air Force Base, and more. They attend rehearsals, 
concerts, and camps, supporting local restaurants, hotels, and businesses along the 
way. Our concerts draw attendees from over 30 zip codes. Our NVYO families work 
in education, healthcare, the military, law enforcement, hospitality, retail, and more, 
and their children attend a dozen-plus public and private schools, or homeschool. 
Programs like NVYO give young people structured, supervised time, a place to 
improve their skills, make friends from different places and backgrounds, and find a 
sense of belonging. It’s the kind of engagement that keeps kids invested in their 
community rather than drifting. Arts programs also help newcomers put down roots 
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quickly, giving military families a reason to consider retiring here, and helping UND 
and Altru recruit and retain professionals. I regularly hear from families who chose to 
move to Grand Forks specifically because of our arts opportunities for children, and 
from military families who choose to stay or retire here for the same reasons.  
In a tight budget year, I hope you will see that it's more important, not less, to protect 
investments that are as cost-effective and high-impact as the arts regrant fund. The 
arts aren't a luxury; they're part of the infrastructure that keeps Grand Forks safe, 
livable, and worth choosing for both families and businesses. Last year the budget 
changed to recognized that. I hope it can do so again this year. 
Thank you for your time and leadership. 
Naomi Welsh 
2303 Belmont Rd 
Grand Forks 

  



From: Jennifer Tarlin <jennifer.tarlin@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 4:59 PM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: Support the Arts Fund  
  
Dear Dana, 

I want to add my voice to the many who are urging the City Council to continue to include funding 
for the arts in this year’s city budget.  The relatively small investment that Grand Forks currently makes 
through the Arts Fund is a tiny sliver of the city’s overall budget, yet it has an extraordinary impact in adding 
vitality and character to our city and enriching our lives. 

Non-profit arts organizations in Grand Forks improve our community in more ways that I can count, but 
here are a few that immediately come to mind: 

•       The arts preserve local culture and heritage by highlighting our area's unique history, traditions, 
and stories through visual arts, music, theater, and cultural events. They make Grand Forks a unique 
place that benefits those who live here and attracts new residents to the area by making the Forks 
area distinctive. 
•       Arts organizations strengthen the social fabric of our community. They bring people together 
through performances, festivals, workshops, and exhibits, shared experiences help build 
relationships, build civic pride, and create a stronger sense of belonging. And they do this at a time 
when discord and disunity are a concern. We need more activities that bring members of our 
community together to laugh, to talk and to listen. 

• The Arts Fund is a valuable investment in our local economy. Arts events attract visitors who 
patronize restaurants, hotels, retail shop and other businesses. 

• Many non-profit arts organizations provide classes, after-school programs, and hands-on learning 
opportunities that add to the local school curriculum and provide learning experiences for both 
children and adults. Participation in the arts helps young people develop creativity, critical thinking, 
communication skills, and confidence.  

• Access to arts and cultural activities enriches daily life; both attendance and participation in arts 
events can reduce stress, improve mental health, and contribute to a healthier, more vibrant 
community.  

The Arts Fund is a small investment with a huge pay-off.  It is to everyone’s advantage that the Fund 
is kept in the City Budget.  Please ensure that happens. 

Thanks for listening, 

Jenny Tarlin 

 
 
 
--  
Jennifer Tarlin 
701-740-2902 (US) 
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From: City of Grand Forks, ND <info@grandforksgov.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 6:56 PM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: do not eliminate arts grant funding  
  
Message submitted from the <City of Grand Forks, ND> website. 
 
Site Visitor Name: Allee Mead 
Site Visitor Email: allee.s.mead@gmail.com  
 
Good evening, 
 
Please do not eliminate arts grant funding. I am an active member of community theater 
and I know firsthand that these programs emphasize community and togetherness. I have 
made lifelong friends and connections through my time in the arts. I have watched plays in 
this town that were so moving, I talked about them for weeks afterwards. I have other 
friends involved in music and other arts across the city as well, and these programs are a 
vital part of their social well-being. Think about Arts for Vets, created by Veterans to 
provide classes and events for community members. Art is a great way to address social 
isolation by bringing people together. Art is what makes a town a community of neighbors. 
 
Do you remember what you turned to when the pandemic hit? You turned to the arts. You 
watched TV and movies. You listened to music. Maybe you took on a new hobby or craft 
with loved ones. Arts programs in the community--whether you participate or attend--are a 
chance to leave your home and become a part of something larger than yourself. Arts are 
absolutely essential to a thriving community. 
 
Thank you, 
Allee 
Constituent of Ward 3  
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From: Bill Vasicek <bvasicek@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 11:48 AM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: Continue to Fund the Arts Regrant Program  
  
Dear Council President Sande, 

  

Please continue funding the arts in Grand Forks through the Arts Regrant Program. The 
arts are a cornerstone of who we are as people. The arts lift us up and spark our 
imaginations, encouraging us to be creative, empathetic, and appreciate the beauty 
around us. Plus, they help our community thrive in so many ways: socially, 
educationally, economically, and even improve our health and happiness. Attached are 
ten reasons why investing in artists, creative workers, and arts organizations is essential 
for our community’s well-being and success. 

  

Respectfully, 

William Vasicek 
1415 Walnut Street 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 
bvasicek@hotmail.com 
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From: Hal Gershman <hal@happy-harrys.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 1:22 PM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com>; Vein, Ken <KVein@grandforksgov.com>; Brandon 
Bochenski <brandon.bochenski@gmail.com> 
Subject: arts funding  
  
Gentlemen, 
As you probably know I am in favor of continuing the arts regranting program. 
I am not going to state all the reasons why as I believe each one of you understands the many 
benefits for our city. 
I lived through 14 budget rounds during my years on the council.  We always did find funds for the 
arts. 
Hopefully you can see your way to do the same this time around.  
Thanks for your thoughtful consideration. 
All the best and thanks, 
Hal Gershman 
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