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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 

July 20, 2026 
 
The city council of the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota, met in Council Chambers on Monday, July 20, 
2026, at 5:30 p.m., with Mayor Bochenski presiding.  Present at roll call were Council Members Weigel, 
Osowski, Berg, Salentiny, Fridolfs, Sande and Vein – 7; absent: None 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor and City Council.   
 
 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mayor Bochenski commented on the following matters:  Agristo Groundbreaking for their estimated $7 
billion dollar potato processing plant, which was held on July 7; Addition of Armada mobile data center at 
Grand Sky; Hugo’s Raceway hosted national competition, 1 of 29 sites across the country, received very 
favorable comments on facility and performed better than several other locations; and that the Grand Forks 
Housing Committee met to look at policies and considered solutions to some housing challenges in the 
community.  He noted that the second quarter vacancy rate from the Grand Forks Apartment Association 
was a record low.    
 
 PRESENTATION OF 2027 MAYOR’S BUDGET 
 
City Council received a presentation of the 2027 Mayor’s Budget, which is focused on People, Public 
Safety, Infrastructure and Capital Items and Quality of Life Initiatives.  Tangee Bouvette, Human Resources 
Director, presented the 2027 Salary Plan proposes a 2.50% Step increase and a Market/Employment Cost 
Index (ECI) of 2.55%, for a total proposed increase of 5.05%.  Position changes, additions and deductions 
were also presented to City Council.  Health Insurance is currently out for RFP and information will be 
brought back to City Council once fully reviewed, however current bids came in higher than anticipated.   
Maureen Storstad presented the overall the 2027 Budget, which is proposed a $249.1 million, up slightly 
from 2026 which was $230.7 million.  With the value of a mill estimated at $319,175, 3.86% increase, with 
1.45% coming from Growth and 2.41% from Revaluation.  This equates to total mills levied for 2027 of 
91.84 mills. Down 0.10 mills from 2026.  For the owner of a $250,000 home, this would be a $22.56 
increase from 2026.  Details on revenues and expenses and capital needs for the General Fund were 
provided to the City Council.  General Fund Cash Reserves are projected to be 32%, which compares to the 
policy of 18% and a target of 25%.  There is a plan to spend down excess funds in the upcoming years to 
gradually reduce the reserve to the target amount.   Storstad also highlighted other funds of the city and 
changes and uses of funds in those departments.  It was noted for the Economic Development Fund, there 
is not an allocation for Special Events, Arts or Human Needs (CSG) or Beautification.  Funding for 
Beautification, Grand Forks EDC and Air Base Enhancement is maintained at the same level as 2026.  Other 
items funded include the contribution to the Children’s Museum, Infrastructure for the Altru Sports 
Complex site, and a transfer to fund ongoing parking ramp maintenance.  The Capital Improvement Plan 
was presented including a list of projects that planned for 2027.  Utility rates for an average user (4.000 
gallons per month) are planned to have a 4.87% overall increase ($4.62 per month) and include a reduced 
fee for Mosquito Control, and an increase in Drought Mitigation Fee to cover the local cost share of the 
Red River Valley Water Supply Project.  Statistics for Cities Area Transit (CAT) were shared and show a 
continued increase in ridership.  Alerus Center is projecting 2027 budget with a net income of $66,242, 
with several capital improvement projects included.  It was noted that 2027 is the last year of the current 
contract, so there will be an RFP for management services completed in 2027.  Preliminary approval of the 
budget is set for August 3, 2026 and final adoption of the budget on September 8, 2026.   
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Council Members asked questions and shared comments on various items including salary plan and 
comparison to other peers and local entities; funding and retention plans for the COPS grant employees; 
sales tax revenue projection; coverage for capital needs in the long term. 

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 
The following speakers addressed the City Council: Travis Clark, Kelsy Dodd, Andrew Krauseneck, 
Shaun Beauclair, Almaz Tegenu and Denny Denault.   
 

ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Council Member Berg moved, and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to approve the following items on 
consent agenda, with the motion passing unanimously.  

 
1) Approved appointment of Allie Gowan to the Board of Health.  Ms. Gowan is replacing Christine Harsell, 
DNP, member-at-large, as she has resigned due to moving out of state. 
 
2) Approved the receipt of the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) for the year ended 
December 31, 2026, along with Independent Auditor’s Report (Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Funds 
(SEFA)), and Popular Annual Financial Report for year ended December 31, 2025 (PAFR).  
 
3) Approved reappointments to the Grand Forks Historic Preservation Commission for Chuck Flemmer, as 
a community representative; Gordon Iseminger as a representative with a  professional background in 
history and historic preservation; and Bill Caraher as a representative with a background in archaeology, 
history, and preservation.  All terms are two-year appointments. 
 
4) Approved a Cost Participation, Construction, and Maintenance Agreement and Preliminary Engineering 
Reimbursement Agreement with the NDDOT for Project No. 8981, Reconstruct North 4th Street (University 
Ave to 2nd Ave N), along with any necessary budget amendments.  
 
5) Approved a development agreement with Crary Real Estate and CPS, Ltd. For Grand Valley 2nd 
Amendment improvements, to be accomplished under City Projects #9129, Sanitary Sewer, 9130, 
Watermain and 9131, Storm Sewer, including authorizing staff and City Attorney to do final edits, finalize 
agreement and authorize signatures.   
 
6) Approved a development agreement for Project Nos. 9132, Sanitary Sewer, 9133, Watermain, and 9134, 
Storm Sewer for Crary’s 13th Addition, with Crary Rea; Estate and CPS, Ltd, Crary’s 13th Addition 
Improvements, including authorizing staff and City Attorney to do final edits, finalize agreement and 
authorize signatures.   
 
7) Awarded contract for Project No. 9124, Public Works Facility Roof Replacement, to Quality Trusted 
Commercial Construction and Roofing, from Brooklyn Park, MN, in the amount of $799,580.00 for 
replacement of the roof at the Public Works Facility Building including any necessary budget amendment.  
 
8) Awarded the contract for Project No. 9125, HVAC Replacement Units at the Public Works Facility, with 
C. L. Linfoot in the amount of $103,690.00 for replacement of the two HVAC systems, including any 
necessary budget amendments.   
 
9) Approved Task Order Agreement for Project No. 9071.1, Lead Service Line Replacement Project, with 
Houston Engineering in the amount of $233,291.00, for joint design effort with City’s Engineering 
Department and Houston Engineering to include combined watermain and lead service line replacement 
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project planned for 2027 as well as Lead Service Line Replacement Agreement subject to review and 
approval of City Attorney’s Office.   
 
10) Approved Draft Final Socioeconomic Study as prepared and presented by The Forks MPO. 
 
11) Gave final approval of a replat of Lots T & U, Block 1, Kings View Resubdivision, located at 6173 & 
6181 Magnolia Drive.   
 
 ACTION ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION  
 
The following items were pulled for discussion and independent vote:  
 
1) Reviewed City Council Committee assignments, with Council President Sande noting a couple of 
changes, with Council Member Salentiny taking on County Planning & Zoning from Council Member 
Osowski and Council Member Weigel taking on the MPO Executive Board.  He thanked all for the work 
they do on these various committees.  Council Member Sande moved and Council Member Osowski 
seconded to approve the committee assignments.  Motion passed unanimously.  
2) Received an update on Project No. 8525, Downtown Gateway and Greenway Project, and an Engineering 
Services Agreement with Houston Engineering for Design Services in the amount of $393,943.00, with 
specific services to be performed including final design, bidding project and construction project review.   
 
Council Member commented in opposition to the proposal for internal loan from the water fund as part of 
the financing plan for this project.  Council Member Vein asked questions relating to involvement of the 
Corps of Engineers in looking at design and any impacts on the flood protection project, ability to move or 
clean the items to be added post-flood, should one occur that reaches those structures, and whether there 
was a consideration to impact on Town Square and including updates to that area also in this phase of the 
project.  Staff responded with information, that the Corps of Engineers is supportive of getting through the 
final design so they can give final review of the project.  Town Square is a significant investment and will 
be looked at in a future phase.  The developer of the Beacon project is still determining whether to proceed 
with the plaza development that they would operate privately and to what extent they would develop.  
Waiting so we know the decision on Beacon will help us determine what to look at for the Town Square.  
The group discussion the significant growth of the Town Square Farmer’s Market event under that 
organization’s management and important to look at needs for this space.  At this time the Phase going 
forward is due to receipt of a grant for 50% of the project cost, which we have determined a funding source. 
 
Council Member Berg moved, and Council Member Sande seconded to approve the task order agreement.  
Motion passed 6-1 with Council Member Osowski dissenting.  
 
3) Considered introduction of an ordinance and preliminary approval of an ordinance to amend Section 18-
1103 and Section 18 Appendix C related to Land Development Applications and Fees.  City Planner Ryan 
Brooks gave an overview of this item which will update this section of the Land Development Code to 
reflect current practices and fees, along with removing fees from code and moving them to being approved 
by Resolution along with other fees of the City as part of the budget process.  Council Member Osowski 
moved and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to introduce the ordinance and grant preliminary approval 
of the ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
4) Considered a request to set September 8, 2026, as the date for a public hearing and final approval of an  
application for tax incentive in the form of a 20-year/90% Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) from 
ACTIVATE RRGC, LLC as part of the University of North Dakota (UND)/Ray Richards Golf Course 
(RRGC) redevelopment project, with a preliminary recommendation to approve the requested tax incentive, 
subject to final review and approval of the City Attorney.  Council Member Berg moved and Council 
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Member Fridolfs seconded to approve the staff recommendation.  Motion passed 5-2, with Council 
Members Osowski and Salentiny dissenting. 
 
    INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
The following items were presented for City Council’s information:  Statement of Cash Balances as of May 
31, 2026 and Investment Portfolio Management Summary as of June 30, 2026. 
 

APPROVE VENDOR LIST  
 
Vendor list 26-14, dated July 20, 2026, in the amount of 2,606,314.37 was presented.  It was moved by 
Council Member Berg and seconded by Council Member Sande to approve.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Minutes from July 6 (Sine Die), July 6 (Organizational), and July 6, (Regular), 2026, City Council meetings 
were presented. Council Member Berg moved and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to approve.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Council Members Osowski commented regarding the Summer Performing Arts productions and 
encouraged all to check out performances and talented students in the arts program.    
 
Council Member Fridolfs commented on the upcoming Military Night at the Speedway on July 24 and 
special activities planned for that evening.  
 
Council Member Vein commented on the successful BMX event at the Hugo’s Raceway and thanked 
Council Member Wiegel for his work as part of that group.   
 
 ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski and second by Council Member Berg to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 
p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  
         

Respectfully submitted, 
    

Maureen Storstad, City Auditor                                           
 Approved:    
              

Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 
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