
Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 
Monday August 10, 2026 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
The Committee of the Whole met on Monday, August 10, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. President Sande called the meeting 
to order. Present at roll call were Berg, Weigel, Salentiny, and Vein; absent: Osowski and Fridolfs. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 Appointments to Grand Forks Historic Preservation Commission 

The Grand Forks Historic Preservation Commission provides research, resources, and expertise in the exercise of 
the City’s preservation goals and needs.  The Commission provides local review for historic projects that would 
otherwise be reviewed by the state or federal government; time is saved, and local control is maintained.  The 
city’s budget allocation is doubled through the Commission’s grant writing efforts, and the City’s economic 
development efforts are enhanced by historic building preservation projects which the Commission actively 
promotes and facilitates.  Grand Forks is more attractive and vibrant as a result of its commitment to historic 
preservation evidenced by the work of the Historic Preservation Commission.  

The Grand Forks Historic Preservation Commission consists of eleven community members from Grand Forks.  
Those members are appointed by the mayor and shall be persons who, in the opinion of the mayor, have 
demonstrated outstanding interest and knowledge in historical or architectural development. A majority of the 
commission members shall be made up of persons from among professionals in the disciplines of architecture, 
history, architectural history, planning, archeology, or other historic preservation-related disciplines, such as urban 
planning, American studies, American civilization, cultural geography or cultural anthropology, to the extent that 
such professionals are available in the community.    
 
Motion by Berg, seconded by Weigel, to move staff recommendation to City Council with a recommendation to 
approve. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Revised Engineer’s Report for City Project No. 9097, District No. 803 – Paving and Street Lights 

for Grand Park First Addition 

City staff presented to committee members the staff recommendation to approve the revised Engineer’s Report for 
City Project Nos. 9097 (District NO. 803) – Paving and Street Lights for Grand Park First Addition. The staff 
report requests approval of a revised Engineer’s Report for Project No. 9097, Paving and Street Lights for Grand 
Park First Addition.  At the time the initial Engineer’s Report was signed in January 2026, the special assessment 
markup for Engineering Dept. services was set at 3%, assuming only project oversight would be performed by 
City staff, and other engineering services would be performed by a consultant.  Since then, it was decided that 
Engineering staff would also perform construction inspection services, which, by City policy, adds an additional 
2% to the assessment markup rate.  The net impact of this change increases the total project special assessment 
markup from 17% to 19%.  [Note that the 2% increase offsets the additional cost of a consultant performing this 
service, which provides net savings to the project and the benefiting properties.   

City projects 9094-9097 consist of constructing sanitary sewer, watermain, storm sewer, and paving to serve 
properties in the Grand Park First Addition development.  The primary benefiting area consists of 31 single-
family home lots along the west side of S. 20th St, between 62nd and 69th Aves S.  These public improvements 
were initiated at the request of AG Homes, LLC, the managing member of the property development partnership.  
At the request of the Developer, this public infrastructure is being designed and constructed through special 
assessment and will be accepted by the City for operation and maintenance.  The current Task Orders Agreement 
(with Amendment #1) is for design and construction services associated with these projects. The engineering firm 
CPS, Ltd. was chosen from the City’s pre-qualified engineers list as the most qualified firm based on their 
previous work and familiarity with this development.  A scope of work and fee was negotiated based on an 
“hourly not-to-exceed” task order type.   All costs for these projects will be special assessed to the benefiting 
properties, except for an estimated $8.2K City cost share for upsizing a section of watermain from an 8” diameter 
pipe to a 12” diameter pipe. 

Motion by Weigel, seconded by Berg, to move the staff recommendation to City Council with a recommendation 
to approve. Motion carried unanimously. 
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 Special Assessment District, Engineer’s Report and Engineering Services Task Order for City 

Project Nos 9083, District No. 802 – Paving and Street Lights, 9086, District No. 628 – Box Culvert 
Crossing, and 9041, District No. 806 – Widening of S. 42nd St. for Birkholz 8th Addition 

 
City staff presented to committee members the staff recommendation to create Special Assessment Districts, 
approve Engineer’s Reports, approve Task Order Agreement with CPS, Ltd. for Design and Construction 
Engineering Services in the amount not to exceed $524,500, and direct the Engineering Department to prepare 
Plans & Specifications for City Project Nos. 9083 (District No. 802) – Paving and Street Lights, 9086 (District 
No. 628) – Box Culvert Crossing of Legal Drain #9, and 9041 (District No. 806) – Widening of S. 42nd St. for 
Birkholz 8th Addition. City projects 9083, 9086, and 9041 construct several infrastructure improvements to serve 
properties in the Birkholz 8th Addition development.  These projects will construct: Paving and streetlights along 
Armstrong Ct, from the intersection of 17th Ave S. south through the cul-de-sac. Box culvert crossing of Legal 
Drain #9 (English Coulee), enabling the paved connection of Armstrong Ct to 17th Ave S Paved access off S. 
42nd St.  This connection will provide Right-In/Right-Out access to the commercial lots along S. 42nd St. for 
traffic traveling northbound on S. 42nd St.  This will also entail widening of S. 42nd St. to two northbound lanes 
at this location up to the north where there are already two lanes. 
 
The primary benefiting area consists of approximately 28 acres of land bounded by 17th Ave S. on the north and 
S. 42nd St. on the west.  These public improvements were initiated at the request of the property developer, 
Oxford Seventeen, LLC.  The Developer is proposing that this public infrastructure be designed and constructed 
through special assessment, to be accepted by the City for operation and maintenance.  Currently, the first phase 
of infrastructure for this development is under construction (sanitary sewer, watermain, storm sewer, and 
stormwater pond), with completion scheduled in 2027.  
 
Motion by Berg, seconded by Vein, to move staff recommendation to City Council with a recommendation to 
approve. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Accept Police Department Grant Award – FY23 State Homeland Security Program Grant 

(Supplemental), with associated Budget Amendment and authorize process for interoperable 
vehicle barrier system purchase 

City staff presented to committee members the staff recommendation to accept the FY2023 SHSP Grant Fund, 
along with any necessary budget amendment, and waive the requirement for a sealed bid process to procure an 
interoperable vehicle barrier system funded by the grant and authorize staff to complete purchase. The Grand 
Forks Police Department (GFPD) commonly seeks federal grant funding through the State Homeland Security 
Program (SHSP), with the North Dakota Department of Emergency Services (DES) managing administration of 
pass-through grant funding for the State of North Dakota.  SHSP grant funding is managed at the federal level by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  SHSP grant funding is typically utilized to enhance and 
improve regional Special Operations Group equipment and training and terrorism/mass casualty incident 
response.  

FY2023 SHSP funding exceeded allocated grant funds, so a supplemental grant opportunity was posted by DES.  
One aspect of local resources to be used to combat mass casualty incidents, especially regarding large gatherings 
of people, is an effective vehicle barrier system.  Recently, special event planning has included the utilization of 
City Bus and Public Works vehicles to act as barriers.  While effective, these resources are not always efficiently 
deployed and require multiple departments of city staffing to utilize.  The City of Fargo has procured two self-
contained vehicle barrier systems, capable of being effectively and efficiently deployed.  The GFPD saw the 
FY2023 SHSP Supplemental grant as an opportunity to procure the same system for use in Grand Forks, as well 
as the northeast region of North Dakota, to greatly enhance public safety, and to ensure expansion capability and 
functional interoperability throughout the eastern part of North Dakota.  

In preparing for grant application submission, three quotes for the item to be procured under the grant are required 
by grant specifications.  The three quotes required for the identified system were obtained, and are attached to this 
report.  City purchasing policy requires a sealed bid process, which is a more restrictive protocol than the grant 
parameters specified.  City purchasing policy also permits the waiver of the sealed bid process, if that process may 
adversely affect public safety.  The City purchasing policy is also attached to this report for reference.  
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The GFPD was advised that the submitted grant application was approved by DES and by FEMA, and the grant 
award of $199,168 was issued and signed.  The signed grant award is attached.  DES has confirmed, in writing, 
that a waiver of the sealed bid requirement and the three obtained quotes would satisfy the grant requirements to 
fund the procurement of the identified vehicle barrier system with the awarded federal grant funding.    

If the sealed bid requirement is waived, the GFPD would again verify, in writing, that the waiver and the attached 
quotes meet grant requirements, and the GFPD is approved to procure the vehicle barrier system.  The City would 
purchase the vehicle barrier system, utilizing the lowest quote received, and submit a reimbursement request to 
DES.  The grant will fully fund the purchase of the vehicle barrier system, and no local funds are required to 
complete this purchase. 
 
Motion by Weigel, seconded by Vein, to move staff recommendation to City Council with a recommendation to 
approve. Motion carried unanimously. 
   
 Ordinance to amend Grand Forks City Code relating to trespass 
 
City staff presented to committee members the staff recommendation to recommend enacting ordinance to comply 
with state law. The proposed changes to the Trespassing Ordinance are to bring the ordinance up to date with the 
enhancement provisions under the North Dakota Century Code. These changes will provide a clear guideline for 
prosecutions under the Trespassing Ordinance.  
 
Motion by Weigel, seconded by Salentiny, to move staff recommendation to City Council with a recommendation 
to approve. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER DISCUSSION MATTERS 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion by Berg, seconded by Weigel, to adjourn the meeting at 5:34 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 
 


