
  
Grand Forks City Council Service/Safety Standby Committee 

Tuesday,May 24, 2011  - 5:30 p.m.____________________ 

 

The Service/Safety Standby Committee met on Tuesday, May 24, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the council 

chambers in City Hall with Council Member Kreun presiding.  Present at roll call were  Kreun, 

Bjerke, Grandstrand,  Gershman (ex-officio).       

 

Others present included: Al Grasser, Todd Feland, Dean Rau, Chief Packett, Chief O’Neill, Don 

Shields, , Emily Fossen, Bev Collings. 

 

1.    Plans and Specs. for Project No. 6617, Dist. 469, sanitary sewer for Highland Point 5
th

 

Resubdiv. 

2. Plans and Specs. for Project No. 6618, Dist. 303, watermain for Highland Point 5
th

 

Resubdiv. 

3. Plans and Specs. for Project No. 6619, Dist.  470, storm sewer for Highland Point 5
th

 

Resubdiv 

 Dean Rau, asst. city engineer, presented plans and specifications for watermain, sanitary 

sewer, storm sewer and pond for Highland Point 5
th
 Addn., bid opening set for June 20, award bids on 

July 5, and asking for approval of plans and specs. in order to bid these projects.  Motion by 

Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Engineering Service Agreement for Project No. 6619, storm sewer for Highland Point 

5
th

 Resubdiv. 

 The agreement for engineering services  was presented for this project, because of technical 

nature of the pond design and not having capability in-house in such short timeframe, are having CPS 

doing the design work along with construction inspection and staking for this and help alleviate 

staffing for the summer, and requesting approval of the agreement, total amount of contract is not to 

exceed $47,635.00, fee is included in special assessments.  Motion by Bjerke and Grandstrand to 

recommend approval and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Amendment No. 1 to Engineering Service Agreement with WFW for Project No. 6425, 

Concrete Panel Replacement, Mill and Overlay and Incidentals on 13
th

 Ave.S. (S. 20
th

 St. to  

 It was reported that this is a carry-over project from last year, stimulus project done with 

federal dollars.  The original contract with WFW and once onto the project it was determined that 

additional design work needed to be done at some intersections so that when panels were replaced 

had proper drainage, and also some issues at intersection of Washington and 13
th
 Ave.S. where 

couldn’t fit ADA compliant ramps in and had to do some modifications, ran over contract amount.  

Engineering feels this is justified and recommends approval of the amendment in the amount of 

$24,722.88.  Motion by Bjerke and Grandstrand for approval and refer to city council.  Motion 

carried.   (Gershman noted that on 13
th
 Ave.S. and S. Wash. there is a dip in the street and an 

override, pooling of water and if something was going to be done there, Rau stated engineering would 

look at it.) 

 

6. Change Order No. 1 for Project No. 6639, 2011 ADA Curb Ramps. 

 Contract had been awarded to Heston Contracting, and request is to bring the contract up to 

budget amount of $50,000 and requested approval of the change order, $9,960.00.  Motion by Bjerke 

and Grandstrand to approve and refer to city council.  Motion carried.   

 

7. Bids for construction of Project no. 6648, 2011 Bike Path Maintenance. 

 Bids had been opened on May 16, 19% under engineer’s estimate, and engineering requested 

 



bid be awarded to Opp Construction in the amount of $71, 461.  Work to be done at intersection of 

32
nd

 Ave. at S. 38
th
 Street, removal of small portions of the path to all the turn-lane addition and 

rearrangement – have $100,000 in the budget, and doing some work along 24
th
 Ave.S. just north of 

the Mall area because bikepath is cracked and heaved and looking at replacement of that.  Motion by 

Bjerke and Grandstrand to approve and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

Gershman stated he rode his bike through the Coulee area from Gateway Drive to 6
th
 Ave.N. as path 

rutted – is UND path, and asked that engineering department might want to drop them a note.   

 

8. Consideration of bids for Project No. 6718, Dist. 305, watermain on S. 42
nd

 St. from 17
th

 

Ave.S. to 200 ft. south of 18
th

 Ave.S., and for Project No. 6719, Dist. 473, sanitary sewer on S. 

42
nd

 St. from 19
th

 Ave.S. to 18
th

 Ave.S. 

 Two bids had been received by engineering department, low bidder United Crane 

Excavating; they are currently doing work on 18
th
 Ave.S. in the same area and received very good 

bids as already in the area.  Project will extend watermain to the south and sanitary sewer to the north 

to serve both sides of S. 42
nd

 Street, recommend awarding low bid to United Crane.  One non-

conforming bid was received, as the bid did not have separate bid bond envelope on the front, and 

asked that the bid be returned unopened.   Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve and 

refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Request from Bldg. Inspections Department for ordinance to amend Sections 19-0101 

through 19-0208 of the Grand Forks City Code relating to adoption of International Building, 

International Residential and National Electrical Codes. 

 Bev Collings, Bldg./and Zoning Adm., reported this is the process they go through every 3 

years, review with the State but do not adopt State Code as is but make changes to Code under our 

Home Rule ability (not much different).  She reported what is new in the Building Code and 

Residential Code this year is the Energy Code, first year have an energy code; and have worked with 

contractors notifying them where they could get the amendment and identifying some of the energy 

requirements.  ND along with other states are required to have an energy code, 90% compliant in 8 

years –  made some slight adjustments which have nothing to do with energy savings but they are not 

requiring in single family homes or commercial property that half of the bulbs be new efficient bulbs  

and not requiring a programmable thermostat – that is up to the homeowner.  Other than that pretty 

much the same, insulation values haven’t gone up significantly - unfinished basements will have to be 

insulated now – not huge increase in cost.     This doesn’t apply to existing building unless you do an 

addition to your home, also apply to an addition to a commercial building.  Information is given to 

property owners in new home packets for single family homes.  Motion by Grandstrand and 

Bjerke to approve and refeer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Request from Bldg. Inspections Department for ordinance to amend Sections 19-0515 

through 19-0519 of the Grand Forks City Code relating to adoption of the International 

Mechanical and Fuel Gas Codes. 

 This follows same process as previous Codes, any amendments are similar to State Code 

amendments, however, the City adopts the State Electrical and Plumbing Codes as is.  There was 

some discussion relating to use of outdoor wood/fuel fired boilers which are prohibited  within the 

city limits and extraterritorial area; and it was noted that this is not a new section of the Code, and 

prohibition came out of an issue in the city of an individual having such a system in the backyard and 

causing many problems, neighbors unable to have windows open during summer, causing nuisance, 

etc . – fire department received many calls – do have an exception to the rule.  Motion by 

Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

11. 2009 International Fire Code (IFC) adoption. 



 Chief O’Neill requested adoption of the  2009 Fire Code with some amendments which were 

attached to the staff  report.  He noted that in 2007 the State Legislature passed a law that says they 

cannot require residential sprinklers in the State of North Dakota, and in this Code  is that if you do 

install  a sprinkler system within your house, then will follow the Code.  There were questions 

relating to some new sections in the Code -  1) emergency responder radio coverage in buildings, that 

in some large buildings there is so much steel and bricks and interference within the building that 

radios do not get outside the building and cannot communicate with firefighters and when 

constructing a building are required to insure that the radios will reach outside. 2) liquid oxygen in 

home health care – there is new technology where they will take liquid oxygen into their home – need 

to have oxygen system on at all times, liquid oxygen lasts lot longer, quieter than oxygen generators, 

and fire department wants to be aware of when they are in the homes, etc.  3) fire alarm systems – 

have 12 to 15 buildings in the city (apartments, hotels, etc.) that do not have fire alarm systems – and 

will be required for existing buildings and will work with these places in getting systems in place.    

Grandstrand asked if fire department could collect data on savings people would get from putting in 

home sprinkler systems (home insurance, etc.) and make up a pamphlet to go into packet for new 

homeowners; Chief O’Neill would do that and bring back to this committee.  Motion by 

Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

12. Self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) specs. for fire department. 

 Staff put together application for grant, received grant and have put together specs. for the 

equipment (self-contained breathing apparatus), reviewed by the city attorney and they would like to 

go forward receive bids for this equipment.    Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve 

and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

13. Application for Hazardous Materials Preparedness Training Grant (HMEP) for fire 

  

Fire department received grant for $22,000, with 20% in-kind match, doing some training (railroad 

emergency type) and do some work with Devils Lake.  Motion by Bjerke and Grandstrand to 

approve and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

14. Sole source purchase of General Dynamics remote firing devices. 

 Staff report from the police department requesting approval on the sole sourcing of some 

equipment for the bomb squad, they received some ’09 Homeland Security monies in the amount of 

approx. $25,700 and requesting sole source purchase through General Dynamics, sole manufacturer 

of the specified equipment used by the regional bomb squads in North Dakota (four) and total cost of 

devices are $10,100.  Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve and refer to city council.  

Motion carried.  
 

15. 2011 Public Transportation Discretionary Grant Program application request from 

FHWA 

 It was reported that Congress  passed some additional bills on May 5 and announced some 

discretionary funding programs - one of the discretionary programs is in the Federal Hwy. 

Administration and are looking at renewing our public transit facility within that category – 

Transportation Community and System Preservation Program under the state of good repair projects, 

and in the past have received two funding sources – Federal Transit Administration 5307, monies to 

operate and maintain the system and have received little over $1 million in those funds.  The other 

fund they have received in the past called 5309 FTA Funds to fund capital grants.  That when they 

asked for 5309 monies, would submit list to the Dept. of Transportation in Bismarck who would 

collate all the urban requests (Bismarck, Fargo, Minot and Grand Forks)  and submit it to Congress 

and our Congressmen would  help us with an earmark and in most years didn’t receive 100% of the 

requests – some years 50%, etc. – and asking that we submit under this grant to the State along with 



all the urban entities and State will forward our request as part of the prioritized projects.  It was 

noted that  ESG has gone through the Public Transit Facility and expecting this week that they will 

have a budget estimate on some things that need to be renewed in the facility (ventilation, heating, 

etc.) and that the city council has approved that they can do some master planning with the project 

and have hired EAPC to do that.  He stated their ultimate goal is to renew the facility and if can get 

80% federal grant, unmatched, in order to do that would renew the facility for the next 20 to 30 years.  

Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve and refer to city council.  Motion carried.  
 

16. Alley between North 14
th

 St. and North  Washington Street, and University Avenue and 

2
nd

 Avenue North – Informational item. 

 Mr. Feland reported that he, Al Grasser and Brad Gengler have met with Dennis Denault this 

afternoon, that Mr. Denault had gone to the last Planning and Zoning Commission meeting and 

registered some concerns about the alley and several other issues – that this matter had previously 

been referred to this committee.  They have been working with Mr. Denault on the alley and other 

issues – that they agreed to coordinate all the issues – noise and noise pollution issues re. motorcycles 

on Washington or by convenience stores, car wash and printing business where Mr. Denault has some 

concerns.  He stated they are planning to take the alley and try some different techniques with some 

materials that could do some dust prevention, and try several things to see how that does with dust – 

alley that they can do a pilot on and City pay for it through our general monies. 

 

Al Grasser, city engineer, stated they tried to go through some of the issues and checklist things to 

follow up on – part of that is with car wash and timing when the doors open and close and when 

blower fans are on – and should be an easy item. Some has  to do with law enforcement – parking 

they need to pay some attention to; there is bus stop that needs little more attention re. bench; - that 

going through some of the rental housing in the area and making sure they are in compliance with the 

current codes and trying to follow up on some of those issues. 

 

Dennis Denault stated that everybody complained about car wash but nobody did anything and finally 

the health department helped shut it down at 10:00 at night. 1)   Speeding is major problem in that 

alley- kids don’t slow down.  Mark Aubol has done everything to eliminate the dust with asphalt and 

tried to put speed bumps in but traffic engineer would not go along with that and hopefully that will 

get taken care of  - safety issue.  2) Bus stop at 1401 University  Ave. – no bench, fire hydrant at that 

corner and car parks near corner and bus drivers can’t stop at the corner – curb should be painted and 

need no parking and bus stop sign.  3) Noise from boom boxes, turbo pipes, motorcycles –that several  

years ago city of Milwaukee imposed a fine for boom boxes  and  gave officers a reason to pull over a 

lot of these cars, that about a month ago City of Mandan passed a $500 fine for noise ordinance and 

would wish the City of Grand Forks could get something passed.  City of Hillsboro has signs up re. 

noise. 4)  Garbage cans are out into the alley, esp. in winter when snow piles up. 5) Neighbor blowing 

snow and covers his natural gas meter and causes major safety issues and has to be resolved.  There 

are some other issues but will talk to the Fire Chief about that – something has to be done with rentals 

– because everybody in town is getting frustrated – and whoever is in charge re. rentals and large 

garbage cans in the alley  and something has to be done with these rentals.   

 

Kreun stated this is an informational issue and will have appropriate department heads report back to 

us when they get information put together.   

 

17. Award of FY07 Public Safety Interoperable Communications (PSIC) Supplemental 

Grant.   

 Chief Packett reported that the sum of 2007 Interoperable money became available  and were 

able to apply for that and obtained 5 mobile radios and 13 portable radios for the Public Works 

Department, the $2100 match has been identified in several accounts by Todd Feland if wanted to 



know where the match came from.  The advantage to the police department and the City is that they 

recently had some table top exercises and some field exercises where it was apparent that 

communications for public works was a missing link and would be beneficial to all of us in flood 

preparations and were on same radio system as us.   Kreun stated that public works people are as 

much first responders as anybody and if they are not in communication with other first responders, 

there is definitely a gap there and for $2100 reasonable cost to get us to that point.   

 

Feland stated they do have radios but not of this type and this is a start and allows them to have 

several on hand and get them distributed among different divisions, and in the future when they go 

into new system, they can become more interoperable – that they are on different bands right now.  

Radios will be installed in supervisory type vehicles but don’t want to specify certain vehicles 

depending on what the event is; would use portable radios with plow driver, etc. – keep some in 

reserve based upon what the incident is and then get those to the appropriate people.   

 

Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

Chief O’Neill reported an energy grant had been approved for the fire station and gave latitude on 

how they could be spending some extra funds on the grant, and that they went into some extra 

windows in dorms that were replaced and that the building is being completed and had last 

construction meeting today.  Invited committee to stop by. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 

 

Alice Fontaine 

City Clerk 

 


