
 The Service/Safety Standby Committee met on Tuesday, July 26, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the council 

chambers in City Hall with Council Member Kreun presiding.  Present at roll call were Kreun, 

Bjerke, Grandstrand.).   

 

Others present included  Al Grasser,  Dean Rau,  Todd Feland, John Warcup, Hazel Sletten,  

Debbie Swanson, Chief Packett, Chief O’Neill, Saroj Jerath 

 

Kreun called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. with no changes to the agenda.  

 

1. Application for alcoholic beverage license by Oakwells Commuter Rail, LLC dba Red 

River Valley Grill & Market  at Grand Forks International 

Airport__________________________ 

 Saroj Jerath, city auditor, reported that the application  had been submitted to her office along 

with various fees, and that  the application had been reviewed and approved by the city attorney.  

Current license of Clean & Green, Inc. dba Crosswinds will expire on August 15, with new license 

following.   Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve application subject to approval  by 

various Departments and to refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

2. Application  by NHS-Grand Forks, LLC for transfer of Class V (Hotel/Motel Alcoholic 

Beverage) license from Grand Forks Motel Associates – Clarion Inn-Grand Forks, at 1210 N. 

43
RD

 Street._________________________________________________________________ 

 Jerath stated  that current owner is Clarion Inn and license is being transferred to NHS-Grand   

Forks, LLC and they have submitted transfer fee as well as application fee and annual fee (pro-rated) ; 

that the city attorney has reviewed and approved the application., subject to review of various 

departments and meeting all requirements.   Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve and 

refer to city council.  Motion carried  
 

3. Bids for Project No. 6620, Dist. No. 647, paving for Highland Point 5
th

 Resubdiv. Phase I 

(S. 16
th

 Street).___________________________________________________________________ 

 Dean Rau, asst. city engineer, stated bids were opened for this project , Phase I of II, and next  

spring do another phase to extend 16
th
 Street up to 36

th
 Avenue and pave 36

th
 from 20

th
 St. to the east.  

4 bids were received and low bid from Opp Construction in amount of $265,212.75 and is 7% below 

engineer’s estimate, and recommended award of the bid.  Motion by Bjerke and Grandstrand to 

approve recommendation and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Change Order No. 1 for Project No. 6648, 2011 Bikepath Maintenance. 

 Bids for this project were brought before committee several months ago, and accepted bid was 

well below the engineer’s estimate and they are  recommending a change order to bring additional 

money of $13,000 into the project  to do additional repairs, and recommended approval of the change 

order.  Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve recommendation and refer to city council.  

Motion carried. 

 

5. Budget amendment – for Public Health software. 

 It was reported by Debbie Swanson, health department, that the  request for budget 

amendment for cash carryover from General Fund  for leasing of public health software in the amount 

of $44,992.00.  It was noted that lease does not require bid process.   

 

Bjerke asked what is the City’s role in health care or if more of a County function.  Swanson stated 

they make home visits to number of people who do not have health care provided and that is in both 

city and county, primarily for people who are elderly, need assistance with medication, monitoring for 

chronic health diseases and do not qualify for home health services so no other provider of that care, 



and only small piece of what this software would do, it helps track all of the other population based 

programs so can monitor health of the population and report that data to the State Health Department; 

also provides interface with all of the immunization records, and whole host of things they can do, 

appointment scheduling, track and monitor all of our employees’ time and a number of different 

functions.  She noted that they have a contract with the County and  pay for about one-third of their 

general fund budget, and do about the same level of service both places.  Motion by Grandstrand 

and Bjerke to approve recommendation and refer to city council.  Motion carried. 

 

6. Repair of north end water tower. 

 Hazel Sletten, water superintendent, stated they are starting to see wear on the northend tower 

and are proposing similar repair project as to what was done on  the Menard’s tower; they received 

bids and have low bid from Champion Coatings, Inc. that was approved by engineering and that they 

are qualified to do the work.  Repair work has to do with the expansion joints that were installed in the 

towers constructed at that time, not visible from the outside and this work will coincide with the two 

year inspection of the warranty of the interior coating, so when drain it to do this work will be doing 

the inspection.  . Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to approve recommendation and refer to 

city council.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Review of proposed ordinance to Chapter VIII, Article 8, Towing. 

 Kreun stated that at the last meeting there was discussion and additions were included on some 

of the requests for the  ordinance and questioned whether committee had reviewed the towing 

ordinance.   

 

Two individuals asked to speak relative to the ordinance: 

 

Randy Hjelmstad, Randy’s Towing, 1104 Dyke Avenue,  stated concerns with the ordinance relative 

to vehicles that are not picked  up and their disposal, not enough room for storage on lot  and cost for 

releasing of property from the vehicle and of the vehicles – it was noted that he would have to comply 

with ND State law for disposing of vehicle .  He also had some concerns re. method of payment for 

releasing of vehicles and it was noted that was his decision as to payment. 

 

Stuart Pinske, Stuart’s Towing, East Grand Forks, sated his concerns relating to removing vehicles out 

of the city limits of Grand Forks, that law interferes with Interstate Commerce clause.   Kreun stated 

that if take vehicle outside of city limits, lose jurisdiction .  John Warcup, asst, city attorney, stated if 

take outside of city limits, violation of ordnance.   

 

Loren Dusterhoft, Dusterhoft Oil, stated he no longer does towing because of the problems relating to 

towing. 

 

There was also some discussion relative to signs (wording, size, etc.) placed on private property, and 

towing of vehicles according to landlord’s direction. 

  

Bjerke reviewed number of questions with the attorney relating to changes that had been made to the 

ordinance, and stated that they want to hold this item in committee one more time to make sure all 

items and concerns were considered before bringing it to the city council.   Committee stated they 

want to be fair and equitable to all concerned, held this matter until the next committee meeting. 

 

8.   Comments by Committee. 

 Grandstrand  stated he has some suggestions for the chair, thinks that we should consider 

asking staff  to do their report ahead of  time on U-Tube and  put it on-line with the agenda so that they 

can watch it or anybody from the public can watch it and then less time spent here doing that and they 



can just answer questions at the meeting  rather than giving out the whole report – and should put 

items that are very normal and usual business on a consent agenda.   

   

Kreun stated  that today had a very short agenda but have had 20+ items on the agenda and some are 

housekeeping, and that with the consent agenda have had committee members read the staff report and 

have that information, and  you’re suggested that the staff  go through the process – Grandstrand stated 

instead of coming before committee to make their comments, do it on camera and put it on line –

wouldn’t change anything except that public would get it ahead of time as well as committee.  Bjerke 

stated  there are some things that are not going to be ahead of time, doing this for the public – and that 

he likes how  we are doing this.  Kreun stated consent agenda is not bad idea if its some of the things 

we’ve gone over before but the issue is that this committee and the finance committee are to be more 

informational and less formal so that can have a conversation – if go ahead  and  just have a consent 

agenda, don’t have conversation but if put it on U-tube everybody can have a conversation except him 

because he won’t do it.  He stated we want people to hear as doing with the towing issue and to come 

and give their opinion.  Grandstand stated we could still have the conversation but some things that we 

go through really quickly (bids for construction  projects) because we understand it, etc. but if 

someone had questions, could ask.  Kreun stated that the issue is that the public doesn’t get to see 

those until before committee.  Grandstrand stated he would think about it a little more and bring back.    

 

 ADJOURN 

 

Motion by Grandstrand and Bjerke to adjourn.  Motion carried and  meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Alice Fontaine 

City Clerk 

 


