
Blue Ribbon Commission on Social Infrastructure 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 – 12:00 p.m. -- GF City Hall, Room A102 

 

Minutes 
 

Commission :  

B Weber Co-Chair, D Knauf Co-Chair, M Schill, P Berger, E Glassheim, A Geffre, R Siver, S Dahal,  

M Rydz, K Thiessen, B Moore 

 

Others Attending: P Haga, M Richards, B Wilfahrt, M Richards 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions:  

o Bret Weber welcomed commission members and guests in attendance. 

 

2. Discussion of State Legislature Bills Involving Social Infrastructure: 

 

o There are two legislative childcare goals according to Co-Chair Weber; Bill #2151 is the 6 million dollar 

stipend for childcare assistance that has strong republican favor and Bill #21227 for $8 million for income 

tax relief to parents for a Bright and Early childcare plan.  

 

o State Legislator Judy Millavitz is asking for support of these bills from the Commission.  B Weber said 

there are several layers of support for these bills already, including the city is supporting workforce 

development and the city website shows the bills are being monitored closely. Also Representative Owens 

and Strinden are both on the committee.  The commission asked if they could personally do anything to 

support and B Weber recommended that they write testimonials.  P Burger moved that the Commission 

forward the childcare report to the State via the Legislative team. B Weber agreed and approved that all, or 

parts as needed, be forwarded to legislators. P Haga will send the report with the Commission’s 

recommendations and also will update the Grand Forks legislative committee with the report.  Vote taken 

and approved unanimously.  

 

o Bill #2151 Pre-Kindergarten scholarships is still open to discussion.  Infant care is still a huge concern for 

families in Grand Forks.  The private childcare providers will need to obtain the certification to access the 

scholarship funding.  The certification impact on the providers will encourage sounder providers. B Weber 

continued that he will communicate the Commissions support to Legislator Millavitz.  

 

 

o Other legislative discussion included:   

Renter’s tax relief – with the apartment building growing this is a large part of our population that cannot 

be left out for relief.  

 

State funding of programing for seniors – specifically for the programing events for seniors 

 

Non-discrimination bill – B Weber felt that our City needs to support this 100%, any opposition to this bill 

would trump the City ordinance that has already passed on non-discrimination.  

 

o B Wilfahrt from The Chamber said that there were 35 people in attendance at the Legislative Forum that 

was broadcasted on GF TV2 this past Saturday. There are several re-broadcasts of the forum that will run 

on Channel 2 through the week.   

 

o P Haga recommended looking at the bills that are still out there at crossover and make sure that there are 

none that have been overlooked.  

 

3.  Continuation of discussion of Strategy, Stakeholders and Roles/Responsibilities:  

 

o Conversation began with an update on the City/County Detox Center in Grand Forks.  A facility that has 

approximately 6-8 beds available has been located on the corner of South 4
th

 Street & Bruce Avenue, the 

area (approx 1700 sq ft) is maintained from the County Correctional facility. The County is meeting in 

regards to the center and there will be 2-3 meetings coming up about the facility.   

o There has been a commitment of $160, 000.00 from Northeast Human Service Center and there should be 

additional financial support by the end of 2015. There are multiple stakeholders for this facility to include 

City, County, UND, Altru and the Sherriff’s Office and a memo of understanding will be put together for 

all of the involved partners. There is as estimate that operating costs could be as high as $300,000.  
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o Northeast has financially partnered this year, but going forward there is going to need to be a plan. 

Additional discussion about the deeper needs of the facility to include addiction counselors for 

rehabilitation, professionals in mental health and medical detox needs of those that use the facility. P 

Burger and B Weber agreed that an outreach awareness to private businesses, civic groups/clubs and 

agencies that would want to get involved in the project.   

 

o B Berger offered that there are many of the partners that are already doing this type of service for residents.  

There are various professional needs for those who need this type of facility and more.  P Burger shared 

there are homeless exposed to the elements and addicted, domestic violence within the home with 

addiction, evictions from housing with an addiction and homeless that are ill and addicted will go to 

hospital.  B Weber thought that CVIC, Salvation Army, St Joseph’s and Red River Housing are also 

working with these concerns searching for a long term solution to this group of residents. 

 

4.  Final Comments and next steps:  

o M Schill asked if the mission of the group changed?  He provided a review of the commission plan for the 

group.  P Burger said that the involvement with the detox center was a good fit.  Will it be the same going 

forward she does not know, but she approved of the commission to continue to work together. 

  
o B Weber felt that the commission is handling many of the issues that no one is working on specifically and 

he would be willing to be available to the public as a resource for them with this group.   

There are several concerns that come before City Council or County Commissioners that may fall under 

this group—should this be a stand-alone committee—like the Historic Preservation. M Schill felt that there 

would not be any authority to push the goals to completion.  Also working with each of the stakeholders 

this is a funding source for the greater good of the community.   

 

o M Richards from City of Grand Forks, Community Development recommended that the commission have 

some distance from the funding as that can be part of the problem.  If the commission is not sanctioned 

with the City or County how would the group be governed? Who would appoint to the commission? Would 

this still be the Mayor or the commission?    

                                                                                                                                         

o The commission wants to continue working together.  Mark from Praxis will send out an email to those not 

able to be at the meeting for their feedback and thoughts of maintaining the commission.   

 

o B Weber closed with a recap of the meeting and a reminder of the current bills that are with our legislators. 

He encourages the commission members to support.  He also will be asking for an update on the senior 

programing bill and where that stands.  

 

 

5. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 1:00. 

Future Meetings:  Proposed dates will be emailed once confirmation is received for meeting. 


