
 1 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT HEARINGS 
CITY HALL-MEETING ROOM A101 
Thursday, October 1, 2015 –5:30 p.m. 

 
Present: Brian Poykko and Kurt Eickhof, of the Special Assessment Commission; Emily Fossen, Special 
Assessment Coordinator; Amy Lund, Acct. Specialist; Rich Romness and Mark Walker, Assistant City 
Engineers.  
 
Emily Fossen, Special Assessment Coordinator, explained to the audience that this was a hearing by the 
Special Assessment Commission on the finding of benefit on special assessment projects.  Ms. Fossen 
clarified the responsibility and authority of the commission as follows: 

a.  The commission has no authority over the establishment of the  
     assessment district, that decision is a city council decision. 
b.  The commission has no authority for the cost of the project.  That is a city council 
     decision done through approval process for the project’s bid. 
c.  The commission receives the project after the establishment of 
     the district and the cost has been determined by the city council, for the 
     sole purpose of determining the benefiting properties within the district 
     and to what degree the properties benefit. 
d.  At this hearing, the commission will hear protests as to the determination of 
     benefits on given properties. 
e.  The commission will determine if any changes should or should not be made. 
f.  The assessments will be passed on to the council for final certification. 
 

Ms. Fossen further explained that if the property owner still has a concern with the finding of benefit by 
the commission, the protest can be brought to the city council at their hearing on special assessments on 
October 19, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers. 
 
Ms. Fossen, turned the meeting over to the Acting President of the Special Assessment Commission, 
Brian Poykko. 
 
Poykko stated that if anyone in the audience wanted to speak to any of the special assessment projects, 
they may state their name, address and property they own in the project district and their concerns with 
the assessment to their property.  After all protests are heard, he would read the remaining projects and 
then a motion would be made by the Special Assessment Commission members to approve the projects 
for 2015 and they would be forwarded to the City Council for the October 19, 2015 meeting for final 
approval. 
 
Poykko asked anyone present to state the project that they were concerned with. 
 
Jay Carlson, 6097 S Washington St, stated that he would like to address the Commission regarding 
assessments levied on his property:  Project #7231.0, District #507, Stormwater Pond for LeClerc’s 
Addition & Crary’s Second Addition and Project #7245.0, District #508, Storm Sewer for Crary’s Second 
Addition.   Mr. Carlson’s property is in the future assessment areas for each project.  Mr. Carlson stated 
that he doesn’t feel as though these projects benefit his property in any way and that they ever would even 
when his property becomes annexed. He requested that the Commission review the projects to determine 
whether his lot was assessed fairly.   
Project #7231.0, District #507, Stormwater Pond for LeClerc’s Addition and Crary’s Second 
Addition: The commission reviewed the district and the basis used for assessing the project.  Rich 
Romness and Mark Walker from the Engineering Department explained to Mr. Carlson that this is a 
regional pond and that all areas included in the district and the future assessment areas drain to the pond.  
It was stated that the benefits received from the project are to allow drainage to public and 
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private property to include streets, allows increased impervious surface areas caused by 
development, safely conveys storm water from the benefiting area and provides sanitary method 
of moving storm water.  Commissioners explained that they do not have any authority over the district 
or the dollar amount to be assessed.  They only have authority to assign benefit from the project.  The 
property owner has a benefit from the project because the property drains to this pond. 
Project #7245.0, District #508, Storm Sewer for Crary’s Second Addition:  The commission reviewed 
the district and the basis for assessing the project.  As with the previous project, the Engineering 
Department stated that all areas included in the district and the future assessment areas drain to the storm 
sewer.  It was stated that the benefits received from the project are to allow drainage to public and 
private property to include streets, allows increased impervious surface areas caused by 
development, safely conveys storm water from the benefiting area and provides sanitary method 
of moving storm water.  Commissioners explained that they do not have any authority over creating the 
district or the dollar amount to be assessed.  They only have authority to assign benefit from the project. 
The property owner has a benefit from the project because the property drains to this storm sewer.  
 
 
Tim Friezen, 1476 Kings View Drive, stated that he would like to address the Commission regarding an 
assessment levied on his property:  Project #7141.0, District #498, Storm Sewer for 47th Avenue South 
(South Washington Street west to Drainway). Mr. Friezen was questioning how the project directly 
benefits his property. 
Project #7141.0, District #498, Storm Sewer for 47th Avenue South (South Washington west to 
Drainway): The commission reviewed the district and the basis for assessing the project.  The 
Engineering Department stated that 47th Avenue South is a classified street.  The paving of this street was 
100% paid by the City.  Therefore, the storm sewer is being assessed the same as a classified street in 
which the assessment district goes halfway to the next classified street to the north and the south.  It was 
stated that the benefits received from the project are to allow drainage to public and private 
property to include streets, allows increased impervious surface areas caused by development, 
safely conveys storm water from the benefiting area and provides sanitary method of moving 
storm water.  Commissioners explained that they do not have any authority over creating the district or 
the dollar amount to be assessed.  They only have authority to assign benefit from the project.  The 
property owner has a benefit from the project because the street drains to this storm sewer. 
   
 
Poykko read the 2015 Special Assessment Project List:  
 
Project # District Type Location  
4247.3 354.3 Sanitary Sewer South 48th Street No Protest 
4522.2 554.2 Street Paving South Cherry Street No Protest 
4704.15 14 Flood Protection Citywide-New Annexations No Protest 
5158.1 272.1 Watermain 55th Avenue South No Protest 
5488.4 418.4 Sanitary Sewer 47th Avenue South No Protest 
5672.3 606.3 Street Paving 55th Avenue South No Protest 
5703.3 608.3 Street Paving 47th Avenue South  No Protest 
5988.2 627.2 Street Paving 40th Avenue South No Protest 
6059.2 453.2 Storm Sewer 40th Avenue South No Protest 
6101.01 642.2 Street Paving/Lighting South 48th Street No Protest 
6101.41 466.2 Storm Sewer South 48th Street No Protest 
6432.2 465.2 Sanitary Sewer South 48th Street No Protest 
6619.1 470.1 Storm Sewer Highland Point 5th Addition No Protest 
6784.1 656.1 Street Paving Prairiewood 1st & 2nd Additions No Protest 
6879.1 476.1 Storm Sewer Charlie Ray Drive No Protest 
6998.1 307.1 Watermain 55th Avenue South No Protest 
6999.1 480.1 Storm Sewer 55th Avenue South No Protest 
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7000.1 660.1 Street Paving/Lighting 55th Avenue South No Protest 
7055.0 666.0 Street Paving/Lighting S 34th St, S 35th St & 40th Ave S No Protest 
7062.1 496.1 Storm Sewer S 15th Street & 36th Avenue S No Protest 
7063.0 667.0 Street Paving S 15th Street & 36th Avenue S No Protest 
7141.0 498.0 Storm Sewer 47th Avenue South No Protest 
7147.0 314.0 Watermain Shadyridge Court No Protest 
7152.0 501.0 Sanitary Sewer Columbia Park 33rd No Protest 
7153.0 317.0 Watermain Columbia Park 33rd No Protest 
7154.0 502.0 Storm Sewer Columbia Park 33rd No Protest 
7169.0 315.0 Watermain North 55th Street No Protest 
7182.0 316.0 Watermain North 36th Street No Protest 
7183.0 499.0 Storm Sewer North 36th Street No Protest 
7185.0 669.0 Street Paving North 36th Street No Protest 
7187.0 180.0 Street Lighting S 15th Street & 36th Avenue S No Protest 
7201.0 671.0 Street Paving Columbia Park 33rd No Protest 
7209.0 673.0 Street Paving/Lighting Cottonwood & Charlie Ray Drive No Protest 
7214.0 674.0 Street Paving Gallatan Circle & Cherry Street No Protest 
7215.0 504.0 Stormwater Pond Columbia Park 33rd No Protest 
7221.0 505.0 Stormwater Pond Business Park No Protest  
7225.0 676.0 Street Paving Edward Circle No Protest 
7226.0 318.0 Watermain 48th Avenue South No Protest 
7227.0 506.0 Storm Sewer 48th Avenue South No Protest 
7228.0 677.0 Street Paving 48th & 49th Avenue South No Protest  
7231.0 507.0 Stormwater Pond LeClerc’s & Crary’s 2nd Addition No Protest 
7245.0 678.0 Storm Sewer Crary’s 2nd Addition No Protest 
7250.0 678.0 Street Paving South 11th Street No Protest 
7298.0 320.0 Watermain Summer’s First Addition No Protest 
7301.0 682.0 Street Paving/Turn Lane S 34th Street (32nd-34th Avenue S) No Protest 
7302.0 683.0 Street Paving/Turn Lane S 34th Street (30th- 32nd Avenue S) No Protest 
7305.0 684.0 Street Paving Rehab 6th Avenue North No Protest 
7355.0 512.0 Stormwater Pond S 11th Street & 40th Avenue S No Protest 
7372.0 187.0 Street Lighting Diamond Drive & South 36th Street No Protest 
7373.0 188.0 Street Lighting S 30th Street & 14th Avenue S No Protest 
7374.0 189.0 Street Lighting 48th Avenue S & S 11th Street No Protest 
7376.0 191.0 Street Lighting Edward Circle No Protest 
7377.0 192.0 Street Lighting South 11th Street No Protest 
7378.0 193.0 Street Lighting North 36th Street No Protest 
7382.0  Building Demolition Citywide No Protest 
7383.0 686.0 Street Paving Rehab North 4th Street No Protest 
 
Eickhof moved to approve the special assessments for 2015 with a second by Poykko.  Aye: All.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Eickhof moved to approve the Special Assessment Policy and Guidelines with a second by Poykko.  Aye:  
All.  Motion carried.   
 
The hearings adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Amy Lund, 
Accounting Specialist            


